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Gunwale Guard Kits For dinghies up to 10'
Kit includes 25' of flexible 811 vinyl gunwale guard, 26'
of 3/8" premium 3-strand nylon rope and one box of
stainless steel #8 x 5/8" flathead tappings screws.

$8299 List 123.85

Tan 156126

HAMILTON
MARINE

GREAT PRICES!
GREAT STUFF!

800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

ActionStation Single Burner Butane Stove
Classic, professional-grade stainless steel. Automatic

shut-off pressures sensor. Piezo ignitor safety lock.

Long textured grates for greater stability. Durable

carrying case. Ideal for tableside cooking. UL/cUL

Listed, CSA approved. 7000 BTUs per hour.

List 78.48 $4999

PFF-STO6004
Order# 739069

8 oz Butane Fuel Order# 739070
3.99/each 12.99/4Pack

Towing Bridle
Offers more stable and secure towing of
inflatables and tenders than single tow
line. 3800 Ib red nylon
webbing absorbs shock.
Stainless hardware.

$3999

List 67.45
Order# 140309

U.S. Navy Rigging Knife

3.4" stainless steel blade. 7.5" open overall

Reg 29.99 $1999

CLK-697
Order# 733495
Sailors Rigging Knife

Smooth tropical wooden cocobolo handle.

Reg 39.99 $2999

CLK-695
Order# 733946

High density,
polyurethane
foam rein-
forced layers
of fiberglass.
Lightweight,
non-rotting.

Coosa Composite Use in place
Building Panels

Complete Wire Tie Kit
100 pc. AT-5 tie mounts,

50 pc. AT-3 tie mount,

AT-4020 white adhesive,

5 pc. AT-450 mixing tips,
AT-300 adhesive gun

and instructions.

$167%

Reg 208.71
Order# 730122

of plywood!

Rapid Shrink Heat Gun Tool Kit

An economical, effective, lightweight
shrink wrap gun for wrapping pallets,
small to mid-sized machinery and boats
up to 26', including pontoon boats.
Includes 25' propane hose, adjustable
regulator, training DVD, safety glasses,
gloves & plastic case. 70,000 BTUs

List 449.17 $31999

DRS-DSRS70
Order# 736252

Shrink Wrap
Also Available

Noise Control
Soundproofing Sheets
1" Thick Sound Absorber Sheet

List 130.62
HMQ-SA3254M1 $7 199
1" Thick Sound Barrier Composite Sheet

Order# 154807
List 127.50
99
$82

32" x 54" sheets with
reinforced metalized
polyster film facing and
adhesive backing.

« Lightweight Blue

 Premium White

* Super Heavy Duty
Silver

ROCKLAND

15"x19"x1/4"

PORTLAND

Oil Absorbent Sheets

Each sheet absorbs 13 to 25
times its weight in oil, fuel and
other hydrocarbons. Great for
engine work, winterization, and
cleaning spills. Can also be
used for waxing and polishing.

Size  Order# \eight Each Bale #Bale
145762 Double

SEARSPORT

HMQ-SBC3254M
Oil Change Pump Kit

Order# 154810

Lightweight, compact,
and easy to transport. Kit
includes a 5-gallon bucket
with sealed lid, pump
assembly, dipstick tube,
heavy-duty alligator clips,
and easy pour spout.
List 160.00
JPA-65000 $11999
Order# 745234

JONESPORT

0.99 84.99 #100

SOUTHWEST HARBOR

MAINE
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News from our two sites: GoodOldBoat.com
and AudioSeaStories.com, our download site

Sailboat sites galore

When Good Old Boat magazine was
just getting started, we had no idea
how many companies produced good
old boats over the years. We soon
found out, however, when we started
a small list of associations and
individuals with websites focused on
just one kind of sailboat. There were
(and still are) hundreds and hundreds
of boats! Look around: www.goodold
boat.com/resources_for_sailors/
owners_associations.php. If you know

of more sites to list or if you find sites that are no longer active, please let us know.

Book reviews

Every book review written by a Good Old Boat staffer,
associate, friend, or reader since our first issue in 1998 is
posted on our site. That's a whole lot of reviews and a lot
of good books. If you're looking for some undiscovered
reading material, we have a great source of sailing books

and their reviews.

www.goodoldboat.com/reader_services/book_reviews

Sailing tunes

We developed our AudioSeaStories site specially
to make downloads possible, so music downloads
of a nautical flavor are an obvious addition. Since
there are so many, we're starting with a few
musical friends. The first of our singer/songwriter/
sailor friends to be posted is Scott Perkins. A BMI
recording artist, Scott has written, performed, and
produced four albums of original songs, including
his latest release, “Ships & Giggles.” Scott’s four
albums are available for $9.95 each.
www.audioseastories.com/catalog/index.php?
cPath=33_34

Voyages in Desperate Times

Jule Miller has written an excellent book that we were happy to add to our
audiobook library. Voyages in Desperate
Times is a work of historical fiction about

the little-known role played by the U.S.

Coast Guard during World War ll, patrolling
the U.S. East Coast in all weather on watch
for German U-boats. The boats comman-
deered by the Coast Guard for government
duty were primarily private sailboats. Jule

tells a harrowing tale about the 54-foot
schooner Tiger Lillie and her crew.
www.audioseastories.com/catalog/
product_info.php?cPath=22

I'[Jdsightings_____
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Pocket Detail

GOOD OLDBOAT

THE SAILING MAGAZINE FOR THE REST OF US!

When you wear our white or blue
pocketT-shirt, everyone will see you're
a sailor — even from a distance. For
sun protection, we're introducing our
first long-sleeved shirt in cool white.
We liked that big logo look so much,
we didn't stop there. We chose deep
navy blue with bright white for a
short-sleeved version.You're going to
look great in either one!

6 Good Old Boat September/October 2012
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NEW?
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T-SHRTS

Pocket Detail

100% cotton, quality fabric

Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL

Short-Sleeve in Deep Navy Blue $20.00
Long-Sleeve in White $25.00

For ordering information

and other Good Old Boat gear,

see pages 48 and 49.

www.goodoldboat.com



The view [TominiG - S

agazine time being what it is (and our short seasons

in the Northland being what they are), I write this as
our sailing season is just beginning, knowing it won’t be
published until our season is nearly over. Our C&C 30 is
cleaned up, launched, and ready. The sails are on, rigged
properly (reefs and all!), and the tanks are full (or empty,
depending upon the purpose of the tank).

Best of all, we've already been out sailing! At this time of
year, when the boatyard jobs are behind us, I am overcome
with the joyous feeling that all’s right with the world. I am
therefore able to be expansive and grandly optimistic
about how the summer season will unfold. In fact, this

Out of the wilderness

Exploring the social side of sailing

by Karen Larson

Last summer we condensed our cruise to a month spent
primarily on the north shore of the lake. This summer we’ll
cruise for a whole month again, but it will be back in our
original cruising waters of the Apostles.

Although it’s been nearly 10 years since we spent much
time in the Apostles, it’s home to us. Over the years, I have
missed the area more than I can say.

So we have given up wilderness cruising for the summer.
The new twist for us is that, since we'll be reliably close once
more to civilization (bed & breakfast inns, grocery stores,
and restaurants), we have invited some friends and family
members to come sailing. We weren’t able to do that easily in

evening anchorage

well in advance. You must also be flexible in case it doesn’t
work out. All Apostles sailors have stories about weather
surprises.

This 69,000-acre archipelago was a marvelous place
for us to earn our cruising credentials, to learn about our
sailing preferences, and to become very familiar with our
boat. There were always fellow sailors, good friends all, in
the anchorages where we settled in for the evening. We had
a great time and we acquired a vast storehouse of local
knowledge.

Eventually, Jerry and I wanted to explore wider
horizons, and we began to think in terms of “wilderness
cruising,” in which we traveled farther distances from
towns and marinas and often went for days or weeks
without seeing another boat. We enjoyed the solitude, the
new scenery, and the increased challenges.

In 2010, we took the entire summer off and circum-
navigated Lake Superior during a three-month cruise.

season is going to the past when sailing
be vastly different in areas requiring
from our summers outer along drive and a
during the past 10 or ﬁ ApOstle IS ANdS Island passport and lacking
SO years. any towns or nearby
We started our marinas where we
cruising lives in Lake could meet or drop
Superior’s wonderful JSand off guests.
Apostle Islands near People get busy
Bayfield, Wisconsin. Qak, stockton and plans change.
There, more than sen sen The weather
20 islands offer will play a role.
protection from Michigan But I imagine a few
virtually any wind Istand of those who have
direction, although BAYFIELD Madeline wanted to give “this
they’re far enough PENINSULA Island sailing thing” a try
apart that you do Bayfeld for many years will
have to keep an yheld— Lake manage to clear
Superior .
eye on the sky, tune their calendars and
in to the weather spend a day or two
radio, and have the aboard.
ability to plan your In our wilder-

ness cruising we
often hustled to get to the next anchorage before the next
weather pattern socked us in, sometimes leaving behind
wonderful social opportunities with the few sailors we met
along the way in our rush to the next safe anchorage or
marina. So this year we'll, instead, have shorter distances
to go, only a few scheduling issues to resolve, and much
more time to slow down and enjoy the company of a few
special guests and fellow cruisers in the anchorages.

Rather than wilderness cruising, this is our summer
for social sailing. I look forward to the slower pace and a
chance to view the Apostles and our cruising life through
the eyes of those for whom all is new, beautiful, and very
special indeed.

To read about our 2010 summer-long cruise of Lake
Superior, go to <www.goodoldboat.com/blogs/2010_
adventure_blog.php>.

Our blogs from our 2011 and 2012 summer cruises are at
<http:/goodoldboat.wordpress.com>. Z

www.audioseastories.com
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Keel/centerboards, boats on

Keel/centerboard designs

I enjoyed Rob Mazza’s discussion of the rise and fall of
the keel/centerboarder, but he skipped some important
steppingstones between the 1880s and Carleton Mitchell’s
Finisterre.

In 1932, Philip Rhodes designed the 46-foot Ayesha,
followed in 1936 by the 57-foot Alondra, both very
successful shoal-draft keel/centerboarders. Carleton
Mitchell bought Alondra and renamed her Caribbee.

Richard Henderson relates in his book, Philip L. Rhodes
and His Yacht Designs, that “Caribbee was a large part of
the inspiration for her owner’s next boat, the Sparkman
& Stephens-designed keel/centerboarder, Finisterre.
Mitchell explains that, although he greatly admired the hull
designs of Rhodes, he had developed a lot of faith in the
rigging expertise and racing know-how of Rod Stephens
and primarily for that reason he decided on the design firm
of Sparkman & Stephens.” So Finisterre was essentially a
Rhodes keel/centerboarder with an S&S rig.

Needless to say, there was a great deal of sharing and
cross-fertilization in sailboat design. Olin Stephens, Bill
Tripp, and Mark Ellis all worked in the Rhodes office for a
little while. Philip Rhodes’ contribution to the keel/center-
boarder design should not be overlooked.

—Ben Stavis, Bala Cynwyd, Pa.

Rob’s response

Ben makes a valid point with regard to the design legacy
of Phil Rhodes. He also wrote a very good article on Phil
Rhodes in Good Old Boat (January 2006).

If I were to write a complete history of the development
of the keel/centerboarder in North American yachting, Phil
would play a prominent part in that story. However, my
short piece focused primarily on the uniquely American
origin of the keel/centerboarder as a compromise between
the two warring factions of the British Cutter vs. the
American Sloop in the late 19th century.

I then leaped forward to the late 1950s and early '60s
to discuss the CCA rule. As a comparison to the Tripp-
designed Mercer 44, I included the Nevins 40, a production
S&S design in wood that resulted from the success of
Finisterre, and the early George Cuthbertson-designed
Galatea that led indirectly to C&C Yachts and my own
centerboard Corvette. Production centerboarders from
that period in the same size range as the Mercer 44 are
few, and I would have included a Phil Rhodes design of the
appropriate size had I found one ... his Swiftsure is a little
too small.

Phil was a pivotal figure in the development of early
fiberglass boatbuilding, most notably with the Bounty
IL, but these were, unfortunately for the sake of this
article, all keelboats, not centerboarders. Phil died in
1970 so, unlike the younger Bill Tripp, Olin Stephens, and
George Cuthbertson, he was not present when fiberglass

boatbuilding was at its height. I agree with Ben that any

complete history of the keel/centerboarder in North

American yachting should certainly include Phil Rhodes.
—Rob Mazza, Hamilton, Ontario

eBay boats
Reading Mike Dunsworth’s story of buying a boat on
eBay (July 2012) took me back to not one but two boats
I bought that way. I found the first, an Alacrity 19, when [ was
taking a break at work. I turned to a colleague who had never
sailed and asked, “Hey, do you want to go halves on a boat?”
To my delight (and his wife’s disgust) he said, “Yes,” and we
were partners.

I had that boat for five years (I bought him out after two),
and I was perfectly happy with it until I saw a Ranger 26
on eBay for even less money and stuck in a throwaway
bid. Needless to say, I bought that one too. Both times,
I was pleasantly surprised with their condition and sailing
performance. No one can believe what I paid for the Ranger.
In a previous life, I traded bonds for 20 years, but I was never
happier with a purchase than I was with those two boats.

—George Bollenbacher, Tarrytown, N.Y.

Engine panel protection ... the quest continues
Last year, in response to Mail Buoy letters and requests from
our customers, we introduced a PanelVisor to protect engine
panels. We were immediately flooded with emails and calls
from boat owners wanting them for their panels. A tally of
the requests showed that good old boats have more Yanmar
engines than any other brand, or at least their owners were
more outspoken. So we started manufacturing a PanelVisor
for the highest-scoring model, the Yanmar old B-type engine.
(Yanmar has four different B-style panels, which is extremely
confusing.) Our hats are off to everyone who voted; you
showed us which style visor would be most beneficial ... and
which ones to build next.

—Paula Biles, Seaworthy Goods, Bradenton, Fla.

Aiming for the Goldilocks zone
Just like Goldilocks, who found that some porridge was too
hot, some was too cold, and yet other porridge was just right,

Good Old Boat September/October 2012
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eBay, and aiming to please

we are constantly seeking a balance at Good Old Boat. After

receiving his renewal notice noting that the coming issue was

going to include the Mercer 44 and the Hunter Legend 37 as
feature and review boats, Jeffrey Kasnik was quick to point
out that the porridge was too hot:

“Thanks for the kind reminder. At this time I am not
interested in a 37-foot boat or a 44-foot boat. Have you heard
similar responses from your customer base?”

I felt Jeffrey deserved a reply from the porridge mixer:

“Now that you bring that to my attention, I have to admit
that was incredibly bad planning on my part (having two
large boats in the same issue). I wasn’t paying attention and
you just woke me up. We usually try for a more middle range
(27 to 35 feet) with the occasional small or large boat thrown
in. The planets did not align properly for that this time and —
what’s worse — I didn’t notice. You've made a very important
point. Point taken.”

So naturally we were nonplussed by a note that arrived
with the renewal check from Scott Kearney the next day:

“At some point you folks need to recognize that a lot of

good old boats are larger than 23 to 25 feet. Ours, at 42 feet, is

26 years old and is a good, fast, bigger old boat and once in a
while something relevant would be appreciated.”

Note to all subscribers: it sure is difficult to get this brew
just the right temperature to suit each individual
sailor. Thanks for your ongoing tolerance and for
continuing to send your subscription checks even
when we don’t prepare the exact recipe for your
needs. Sometimes we're told that we read minds.
Other times we apparently can’t even pick up any
sort of brain wave. But we'll keep trying!

—Karen Larson, Founding Editor

Non-starter now starts

The timing of the article “No Longer a Non-starter”
in the May 2012 issue was very appropriate. This
problem has been discussed on the Yanmar Yahoo
group a number of times.

My boat already had a new wire from the
starter switch bypassing the wiring harness and
shortening the run by a number of feet. This past
Sunday, I once again had an issue with the starter
not engaging. I had the starter rebuilt less than
a year ago, so I knew the problem was the wire
from the starter switch. I grabbed a length of
12-gauge wire, crimped on two ring terminals, and
replaced the wire from switch to starter (again).
No success.

To get to the point quickly, on a Yanmar 2GM,
either the A or B instrument panel has a separate
starter button. The white wire between the key
switch and the starter button, originally a 16-gauge
wire, needs to be replaced also. I replaced it with
the same 12-gauge wire that I used to rewire from

the starter switch to the solenoid, and the starter engaged
successfully every time I pushed the button. Now, I just
need to go back and replace both with white wire to match
the original color scheme.

—Don Shelton, Austin, Texas

Saving flares
I remember an article (now lost, but perhaps from a West
Marine catalog) that indicated a flare can remain fully
functional long past its expiration date. The suggested
strategy was to keep the old flares on board and, if the need
arose, to use them first. At the same time, be sure to have a
full set of current devices on hand to satisfy the law and in
case the old ones fail to work.

Don'’t dispose of time-expired flares . . . just keep them as
extras.

—Tom Schultz, Belle River, Prince Edward Island

Internal transducers

I read with interest Alan Lucas’ article on internal depth-

sounder transducers (July 2012) because, when I bought

my Crown 28 10 years ago, | inherited an old, dysfunctional

depth sounder and replaced it with a modern (NavMan)

fishfinder/sounder. As Alan suggests, I simply epoxied the
continued on page 64

Mark Boyd sent this aid to navigation and cormorant perch on
the St. Lawrence Seaway near Gananoque, Ontario. These marks
with their regulation cormorants are a common sight for those
who cruise in the Thousand Islands. Send karen@goodoldboat.
com a high-res photo of your favorite aid to navigation. If we
publish it, we'll send you a Good Old Boat cap or T-shirt.

www.audioseastories.com

September/October 2012 Good Old Boat

9



Dalliance and her
owners, Bob and Linda
Graebner, have been
taking care of each
other sailing the Great
Lakes for 20 years.

She has aged gracefully with her original owners

hen I think of a good old boat,
‘ ;s ; my first thought is a “rescue,”

similar to what occurs in the
world of pets. A new owner adopts a
mistreated pet and nurses that animal
back to health. Likewise, a neglected
vessel with good bones can be brought
back by a new owner to live happily
ever after through skilled work, replace-
ment parts, new equipment, and tender
loving care.

I also visualize prospective owners
carefully searching the Internet for a
specific type, size, age, or builder that
matches their ideal vision of a sailboat.
Their goal is to find the best-cared-for
used boat of its type in the hope of
reducing further investment.

10 Good Old Boat

by Bill Jacobs

But there is another way to acquire
a good old boat. That is to buy a good
new boat for a long-term relationship.
Not many choose that path. I know.
I'm an example of the boater whose
vision of the right boat changes with the
seasons ... if not of nature, then of life.

Dalliance’s owners fall into the
admirable company of those who
plan carefully, look beyond today’s
whims, and make the right selection in
perpetuity. Bob and Linda Graebner still
live in the house in Wisconsin they had
designed and built almost 30 years ago
and in which they raised two daughters,
Laura and Melissa. Bob and Linda each
held one job for most of their working
lives. Bob retired from a successful

September/October 2012

practice in neurology and Linda in
occupational therapy. Dalliance is the
Pacific Seacraft 34 they purchased new
in 1992. She has since become a good
old boat.

A sailing evolution

As a young man, Bob had done some
recreational sailing on the small lakes
of central Wisconsin. Soon after he and
Linda married, they bought a Sunfish
for summer sailing. When the kids
arrived, they bought a Columbia 23T,
one of two trailerable sailboats
produced by Columbia Yachts in the
mid-1970s. They transported the boat
to Door County, Wisconsin, and began
sailing on Green Bay. In the summer of

www.goodoldboat.com



1980, they spent a weekend on a short
cruise to Washington Island with their
daughters. After a long day and night
with all four below in a downpour, they
decided to get a larger boat. That fall,
they purchased a new Cape Dory 28.

That boat served the family’s needs
well from 1981 through 1992. During
that time, however, “The kids began
to lose their enthusiasm for sailing,”
Bob says, “as they became more
interested in their friends and activi-
ties than being on a 28-foot boat with
Mom and Dad.”

Bob and Linda, though not yet
near retirement, began thinking about
sailing for the long term. They knew
they would be sailing alone most of
the time and wanted to extend their
cruising range within the Great Lakes.
Their priorities were safety, quality,
comfort, shoal draft, and the ability to
sail confidently with good performance
over a wide wind range. They attended
boat shows and visited a number of
dealers, looking at Tartans, Sabres and,
finally, the Pacific Seacraft. In addition
to being satisfied that the PS 34 met
their main requirements, they also were
attracted to her classic lines.

A sailboat’s evolution

A classic by definition is “judged over
aperiod of time to be of the highest
quality and outstanding of its kind.”

www.audioseastories.com

Over the years Linda and Bob,
at right, have owned Dalliance,
below, they have fitted her

out to suit their sailing style.
The sail control lines, bottom
left, lead to the cockpit; a
manual windlass, bottom
center, works for them; the
helm is well-provided with data
displays, bottom right.
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This appropriately describes the Pacific
Seacraft 34. Its design stems from

the Crealock 37, which Bill Crealock
designed in the mid-1970s for Clipper
Marine after he had already designed
anumber of trailerable boats for the
company. Before building any of the
37-footers, Clipper Marine closed.
Cruising Consultants acquired the
molds, introduced the Crealock 37 in
1976, and built the first 16 boats before
going out of business.

As requested by Clipper Marine,
Bill Crealock designed the boat with
bluewater intentions. He was particu-
larly interested in good steering and
control characteristics in bad weather.
In a profile article, Rod Kulbach quotes
him as saying, “I've always felt it is a
mistake to transfer a racing underbody
to a cruising hull. Their purposes are
so different. There were some fairly
subtle features in the afterbody of the
37 intended to come into play when
running at high speed.”

Pacific Seacraft acquired the molds
to the 37 in 1980 and put the boat into
production as the first of a number
of cruising designs by Bill Crealock.
In one of Pacific Seacraft’s early
brochures, Bill wrote:

“The 37 is, throughout, aimed at
those people who, while wanting a
pleasant boat to sail locally, just might
want one day a boat able to take them
in safety to any part of the world; and
this with as much speed and comfort
as possible without detracting from
seaworthiness. I consider crew fatigue
to be a major enemy of seaworthiness,

66 A sweeping sheerline sets off
the slim hull and the canoe stern. 99

and this meant an easy motion, dryness,
strength, windward ability, a comfort-
able deep cockpit, a safe interior and,
above all, ease of handling and balance
with or without steering aids. With a
small crew, possibly no longer athleti-
cally endowed, these are what make for
fast passages.”

The Crealock 37 has continued to be
successful over the years with close to
400 boats completed. It was inducted
into the Sailboat Hall of Fame in 2002,
featured by Fortune magazine as one
of the “100 Best Made Products in the
USA,” and appeared in both volumes of
Ferenc Maté’s World's Best Sailboats.

Enter the Pacific Seacraft 34
The popularity of the Crealock 37 led
to a commission from Pacific Seacraft
for Bill Crealock to design a smaller
version with the same characteristics.
Thus was the protégée, the Pacific
Seacraft 34, created in 1984. The boat
was perfect for the Graebners, who
placed their order in the fall of 1992.
The following spring, they christened
her Dalliance.

The PS 34 was constructed in
compliance with ABS certification.
The hull is a hand-laid solid laminate
using biaxial cloth and isopthalic poly-
ester resin. Below the waterline, the
first laminate is made with vinylester
resin and the exterior has a three-layer

epoxy barrier coat. A bonded-in-place
internal molding incorporates floors
and stringers. Primary bulkheads

are bonded to the hull and deck and
attached with stainless-steel through-
bolts to the deck beams. Deck fittings
are attached through solid plywood
inserts in the balsa-cored deck.

A bulwark is molded into the perim-
eter of the deck. The bulwark top lands
on an inward-turning flange on the hull
and is secured to it with stainless-steel
bolts to form the hull-to-deck joint,
which is covered by a teak caprail.

A sweeping sheerline sets off the
slim hull and the canoe stern looks
as if it should emerge from a full-keel
underbody. However, below the water-
line the hull has a long fin keel with
bolted-on lead ballast and a substantial
full-depth skeg that supports the rudder
and shields the prop in a well-protected
aperture. The boat was offered with
the conventional keel drawing 4 feet
11 inches or a Scheel keel that reduced
the draft to 4 feet 1 inch. Bob chose the
shallow-draft version, a decision he’s
glad he made as the lake levels have
gone down over the years. The most
recent PS 34 hull number is 336, so this
design has almost equaled the PS 37 in
popularity. A search of Yachtworld.com
in late 2011 turned up an equal number,
13, of both the 37 and 34 for sale on the
used-boat market. The prices for both

A full-sized chart table, at left, makes navigating a pleasure, and Linda's reupholstered cushions bring luxury to the V-berth, at right.

12 Good Old Boat
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models were quite similar and generally
higher than for other boats of compa-
rable size, a reflection of the inherent
quality of the boats.

In 2007, Pacific Seacraft was acquired
by its fourth owner. Steve Brodie,
currently president of Pacific Seacraft,
and his father, Reid, purchased the
company and moved production and
many key construction personnel to
Washington, North Carolina. They
continue to market the entire Crealock-
designed range from 31 to 44 feet.

In addition to building new boats, Steve,
in recognition of the initial build quality
of Pacific Seacraft yachts, began a refit
program. Many owners of older boats
have shown interest in this service and
the yard crew has completed many proj-
ects ranging from a simple reupholstery
job to a complete rebuild. The company
is also the central source for parts for
Pacific Seacraft boats of all vintages.

The fixed saloon table, at left, provides solid handholds and a home
for the ship’s wine. Nothing betters the classic cabin layout, above,
with its straight settees and nav desk and galley aft.

Diligent maintenance

The Graebners have had no need for
anything approaching a total rebuild.
Since taking delivery, Bob has kept

the boat at the docks and yard of
Yachtworks in Sister Bay, Wisconsin.
For the past 20 years, Bob has entrusted
Yachtworks with the care of Dalliance.
Each fall, prior to haulout, he meets
with the service team at Yachtworks to
prepare the winter work order. The boat
is hauled, cleaned, and stored in a
heated storage facility. This protects

the boat from the harsh winter weather
of northern Wisconsin and keeps the
interior of the boat warm and dry.

All exposed brightwork receives at
least two coats of varnish each season.
This is a substantial annual financial
commitment, but Bob believes traditional
brightwork is an essential part of the
look of the boat. The hull and topsides
are power buffed and waxed. The engine

and all systems are inspected and winter-
ized before storage. Routine replacement
of belts and impellers is performed and
logged in the boat’s service record.

Admittedly, this is an ideal main-
tenance program. When asked about
the cost of such a comprehensive
service package, Kent Pahlow, service
coordinator at Yachtworks, says,

“It varies with the size and type of
boat, but if the owner is able to budget
about 10 percent of the value of the
boat, it should pay for a professional
maintenance package.” That may
seem excessive to many, but this level
of maintenance has allowed Bob and
Linda to enjoy 20 years of trouble-free
sailing on a perfect boat.

The PS 34 was offered with an
option of either a bulkhead-mounted
folding table or a securely fixed table
in the center of the cabin. “We chose
the fixed table, as it provides excellent

www.audioseastories.com
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handholds for moving fore and aft in
heavy weather,” Bob says. “Besides,
the built-in table storage is ideal for our
wine supply.”

A galley to port and a dedicated
navigation station round out the cabin
furnishings. The quality of the joiner-
work far surpasses that of most produc-
tion builders. Annually, Bob oils the
generous amount of teak in the boat’s
cabin and Linda recently reupholstered
the cushions in neutral shades of
leather. A propane heater in her cozy
saloon takes the chill out of late-
summer evenings and 12 screened
opening ports and hatches let in
the summer breeze throughout the
accommodations.

To add to the livability of the
interior, Bob has designed and
had several custom storage and
workspace solutions built. He has
also modified the original lighting
and is gradually adapting it to new
LED technology. Over the boat’s
20-year lifespan, the electronic navi-
gation equipment has been upgraded
twice. The service department at
Yachtworks has also carried out other
special projects, such as installing
electronics, replacing sails, and doing
custom woodwork.

Safe and seaworthy

The cockpit in Dalliance is comfort-
able and secure for a crew of two in
the heaviest of conditions. All sail-
control lines are led aft to the cockpit,
providing safety at sea ... but also
creating lots of line to deal with in a
tight space. The wheel specified on
the boat is well-sized and securely
mounted but requires anyone

moving forward or aft in the cockpit to

do a lateral limbo.

“One of the most requested modifica-
tions we have carried out over the past

few years has been replacement of the
wheel with a tiller,” Steve Brodie says.

The boat is so well balanced that a tiller

is fine for control. This modification

opens up the cockpit and is particularly

beneficial for those who do a lot of
singlehanded sailing, as it greatly

This detail from a Pacific Seacraft 34 brochure

illustrates how the hull and deck are joined and

the chainplates are fastened.

improves access to the sail-control lines
at the forward end of the cockpit.

Moving forward from the cockpit to
the bow, crew will find the sidedecks
are secure with many well-located
handholds, although her narrow beam
requires deckhands to be agile and
observant. The boat is fitted with a
double-head rig (both roller furling) and
the mainsail has two reefs. For a boat
with so many modern conveniences,
Bob’s choice of a manual anchor
windlass is surprising. He feels it is
more than adequate, however, and it
requires little maintenance.

The Pacific Seacraft 34 appears to
meet the goals Bill Crealock had in
mind. “She’s a dry vessel in rough seas
and her balanced helm makes it easy
for the Autohelm,” Bob says.

Dalliance, after 20 years of use,
proves the value of high-quality
construction combined with a program
of fastidious maintenance. So the
choice is there: find a tired used boat
and rebuild her, a well-cared-for boat
that can be cleaned up, or buy a new
one with the intent of sailing her for
more than 20 years. In any case, the end
product is a good old boat. 4

Bill Jacobs has spent the last 48 years in
sazrlboats and powerboats. His marine
photography is displayed in galleries,
private collections, and museums and
has appeared in boating publications.
His articles have been published in
boating publications since 2004. Bill
winters in Sarasota, Florida, and
cruises on a Mainship 34. In the
summer he can be found sailing his
Cape Dory Typhoon on Lake Michigan
off the shores of Door County, Wisconsin.
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:1o¥:1d comparison

The Pacific Seacraft 34...

... and canoe-stern contemporaries

his really is a subset of yacht design: canoe-stern fin-

keeled cruising boats. I say “canoe stern” rather than
“double-ender” because, to me, “double-ender” implies a
much sharper stern, often with an outboard rudder, as typi-
fied by the Westsail 32 introduced in 1971.

One of the first designers to realize it was possible to
increase the performance of cruising boats by incorporating
a more modern fin-keel /skeg-rudder underbody beneath this
North Sea-inspired design aesthetic was Bob Perry, when he
designed the Valiant 40 in 1974. In 1978, Bill Crealock intro-
duced his iteration on this theme with what would become
the Pacific Seacraft 37. From a marketing point of view, I look
at these fin-keeled canoe-stern boats as a “second generation”
of the North Sea breed, with a more modern underbody for
better performance but no dramatic alteration to the appear-
ance above the waterline to detract from their globe-girdling
aesthetics. However, each style has distinctly different origins
(see “Double-enders and Canoe Sterns,” page 16).

The success of the Pacific Seacraft 37 led the company to
introduce the smaller 34 in 1984 and the 31 in 1987. Apparently,
neither Pacific Seacraft nor Bill Crealock was married to the
canoe stern, since the 31 sported a conventional transom.

For comparison to the
PS 34, I chose the Valiant 32,
since a review of the type
would not be complete
without a Perry design, and
the Thomas Gillmer-designed
Southern Cross 35.

As was our feature boat,
almost all of these fin-keel
boats were available with
a shoal-draft option. This
complicates the comparison
somewhat, since the shoal-

Pacific Seacraft 34

Pacific

Seacraft 34
draft keel is inevitably LOA -
heavier than the deep keel LWL 34, 1 -
to compensate for its higher 26| 3"

. Beam 10'0

center of gravity. However, Draft e
the weight of the shoal-draft .
ballast is seldom mentioned glsli)la::ement 13,500 b
in the literature, and if it is, allas 4,8001b

. : . LOA/LWL 1.30
the published displacement is

. - Beam/LWL 0.38
seldom increased accordingly. Disp./LWL
For that reason, the table Bal%'s 333
shows the numbers for the Sail ISP 36
deep-draft Pacific Seacraft 34. S?-\I /; rea 534sqft
Indeed, the whole question of c ilzspi\l mber 15.0
published vs. actual displace- capsf et l: € 1.68
ment is an aside that would Y::lr ionrtr:)a:i :::e d 34
be fruitless to pursue. For 1; 8”4
instance, due to an error in Designer Creallock

Southern Cross 35

by Rob Mazza

the Southern Cross 35 ended up with essentially twice the
amount of glass specified, increasing the displacement from the
published 14,500 pounds to 17,700 pounds!
When you look at the numbers, what you see with respect
to “modern” standards are heavier, moderately canvased,
seakindly boats. Due to its heavier displacement, the shoal-draft
feature boat would have a slightly higher D/L (343) and slightly
lower SA/D (15.0). Increasing ballast weight to achieve the
same sailing stability with shoal draft never helps either of these
ratios and always lowers performance, but the opening up of
shoal-water cruising grounds is often a worthwhile trade-off.
Comparing these boats around an imaginary racecourse
would be misleading, as they were not being sold on
racecourse performance but on “bluewater” capability, real
or imagined, to owners more drawn to distant horizons
than race trophies. With that in mind, the only numbers of
real importance are the capsize number and the comfort
ratio — safety and comfort. All these boats meet the criteria,
with the Pacific Seacraft 34, primarily due to narrow beam,
topping out with the lowest capsize number of 1.68 and a
comfort ratio almost equal to that of the Southern Cross 35.
The Valiant 32, due to its lighter displacement and shorter
overhangs, brings up the rear
with 29 and 1.83 respec-
tively, well within tolerable
numbers for a cruising boat.
Strictly by the numbers,
however, that same lighter
displacement could give the
Valiant 32 the edge in a good

old boat regatta.
Whether any of these
Valiant 32 boats would perform differ-
ently or have logged fewer
Sc(::;te:;g VEIIELI®YA  offshore miles in comfort and
— - safety with a well-designed

35, 3 - 32, 0 - conventional transom is a

28| 0" 26, 0" moot point, since by its very

1,1 5" 10, 5 existence and by its well-

A1 52 earned offshore reputation,
17,7101b 11,8001b the canoe or cruiser stern is
57501b 4,7001b now closely associated with

1.26 1.23 exactly this type of cruising

0.41 0.40 adventure. Z

360 300

33 40 Rob Mazza is a Good Old
632sq ft SA4saft oot contributing editor:

14.9 16.2 A sazlor by passion and yacht

1.76 1.83 designer by vocation, he

35 29 began his long career around

1978 1976 sailboats with C&C Yachts
Thomas Robert back when now good old
Gillmer Perry

the hull-laminate schedule,
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C&Cs were cutting-edge new.
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Double-enders

They grew from similar philosophies
but have roots an ocean apart

by Rob Mazza

The double-ender suited this purpose beautifully. This is one
reason that all lifeboats are also double-enders.

However, it was only after William Atkin adapted the
Archer form to smaller boats to produce his 32-foot Eric
design in the 1920s for William Nutting, his editor at Motor
Boat magazine, that the concept gained a firm foothold in
North America. Atkin’s Eric concept was further popularized
in the late '60s with Robin Knox-Johnston’s voyage in Suhaili,
an Eric built in India. The production fiberglass Westsail 32,
with design input from Bill Crealock, quickly followed and
became the model that started the trend to double-ended
sailboats designed expressly for cruising.

hen selecting comparison boats for the Pacific Canoes for cruising

Seacraft 34 (see page 15), I differentiated, in my mind At about the same time that Colin Archer was designing his
at least, between double-enders and boats with the canoe Norwegian rescue and pilot boats there emerged, primarily in
stern. I did this because I believe each has its own and Britain and later in the U.S., a fascination with canoe yachting.
distinct origin. This was yachting for “everyman,” the beginning of small-boat

The double-ender is a Northern European design cruising. It started in canoes and, later, sailing canoes, and was

tradition that traces its past to the Vikings and the ships popularized by the writings of John MacGregor, who in 1865 had
of England’s Cinque Ports. After the the stern-hung rudder built an English version of a North American canoe. He named
replaced the steering oar in the early 13th century, these the boat Rob Roy and wrote four very popular books over the
craft evolved into the Hansa Cog. Stern castles were next several years describing his many voyages through Britain
introduced a little later and transoms soon followed, but and Europe in that boat and various other Rob Roys.
the double-ender tradition still continued. It is best known I said an “English version” of a North American canoe,
in more modern times through the designs of Colin Archer,  since these canoes were far removed from their birch-bark
a Scot transplanted via Australia to Norway where, in ancestors. They quickly evolved into ballasted yawl-rigged
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, he designed rescue sailing vessels but, although they retained their canoe sterns,
craft and pilot boats. (Colin Archer also designed Fram, their rudders were mounted under water on the stern post.
Roald Amundsen’s vessel for his North and South Pole (My esteemed predecessor in the Boat Comparison pages,

expeditions.) It was through these pilot and rescue vessels  Ted Brewer, designed his own version of the canoe yawl in
that the “classic” Colin Archer double-ender evolved, with
wide beam, heavy displacement, stern-hung rudder, short
overhangs, and full-length keel.

Several reasons are cited for the advantage of the
double-ender configuration in this capacity, including that
in really rough conditions, especially in a following sea, “the
stern often becomes the bow” (Bill Crealock). The most
logical explanation I have heard is that Archer’s pilot boats
and rescue boats often had to go alongside larger vessels to
either drop off pilots or rescue crew. When parting company
with these vessels, the coxswain wanted to quickly put
the helm up and turn away without the transom making
contact with the larger vessel and impeding the turn.

The Westsail 32, above, set a trend for double-ended cruising
yachts with outhoard rudders that evolved from a hull shape
designed by Colin Archer for pilot boats and lifeboats, at right.
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and canoe sterns

the Rob Roy 23 for Marine Concepts in Florida in 1983 (see
Good Old Boat, May 2003).

The sailing canoe also evolved separately into a purely
racing vessel with sliding seats, with which the famous
English designer Uffa Fox is most identified. But in the late
19th and early 20th centuries the canoe yawl and the canoe
yacht served an important role in opening “yachting” to the
middle classes, with the noted American yachting historian
W.P. Stephens being an early proponent and builder and a
founding member of the American Canoe Association. This
“canoe stern” in yachts evolved into a pointed aft overhang,
with the rudder mounted under water on the stern post
forward of the aft overhang and completely separate from it.

These craft had nothing to do with Norwegian pilot boats.
The designer most closely associated with this concept was the
Englishman Albert Strange, who popularized the canoe stern on
small yachts with yawl rigs before the First World War. Again,
the only similarity to the original canoe concept was now
the pointed stern. In all other aspects, with their wider beam,
deeper draft, and either internal or external ballast on full
keels, these were now small yachts designed to be sailed by
the owner either singlehanded or with a small crew.

From canoe to cruiser stern

These canoe sterns were relatively fine, providing room
only for a lazarette or a place to step the mizzenmast.

The cockpit was located forward of the stern post, and
steering was almost always accomplished with a tiller.
However, in more recent times, as the canoe stern has
been adopted by larger designs, the use of wheel steering
has allowed the cockpit, with no mizzenmast in the way,

to creep aft into what would have been the lazarette. This
necessitated the widening or rounding of the canoe stern
into a cruiser stern or even a counter stern configuration to
gain more width at the back end of the cockpit. Bob Perry,
in particular, mastered this concept, and added his own
touch by introducing tumblehome into the design. But even

toMYoun G

Designers have drawn many versions of the canoe stern. K. Aage
Nielson’s Snow Star, at left, has tumblehome and a real canoe
pinch, while Bill Crealock’s Pacific Seacraft 37, below, is closer to
the Albert Strange model.

Bob ascribes “marketing” as the primary motive for his
introducing this stern shape on the Valiant 40.

Natural extension
Another subset that is also sometimes captured in the
double-ender category is the extended aft overhang.

The lines plan for any yacht with a transom is originally
drawn with the lines extended past the transom to ensure
fairness in the after end. The transom is then drawn in and
the lines aft of it are left as dashed lines, indicating that
they exist in imagination only. If, however, the designer
wished the boat to be built with this non-truncated aft
overhang, the result is a special flight of fancy in yacht
design. These are seldom seen today, but the heyday of
long overhangs, most notably under either the Universal
Rule in North America or the International Rule in Europe
in the '20s and ’30s, produced some fascinating “pintail”
sterns, often coming to a pronounced point. L. Francis
Herreshoff is associated with a number of these designs.
These double-enders were certainly never conceived as
globetrotting cruising boats in the modern definition.

I have to say that, in my many years in the profession,

I have never been associated with a designer or a builder
of any double-ender or canoe-stern sailboat. This concept
is now exclusively applied to offshore cruising boats or to
boats designed to look like they are capable of offshore
cruising. I think the jury is still out, among designers at
any rate, whether “pointy ends” really do achieve all they
are supposed to, but there is no doubt that people now
associate them with long passages on the open ocean. /

Rob Mazza’s bio appears on page 15.
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____Sailboats k[t

by Don Launer

Bermudan rig) came along. The gaff-rigged sail
is a quadrilateral fore-and-aft sail with the top

The foot of the sail may be fastened to a boom
or loose-footed.

There is no question that the Marconi
rig performs better to windward than the
gaff rig, and soon after its introduction it
became predominant. Today, since nearly
all modern sailboats are designed with
Marconi rigs, very few sailors have ever
sailed with a gaff sail. The fores’l of our
schooner (the sail between the fore-
mast and the mainmast) is gaff-rigged,
and I've found that even experienced
sailors who come aboard have no
idea how to raise and set the fores’l.
What follows is a primer on the
gaff-rigged sail.

Hoisting and lowering sail
Usually, the gaff sail is raised

The throat halyard is attached
to the forward end of the

gaff, close to the mast. This
halyard can be a single

line or, on larger boats, a
multiple-part block and
tackle. A winch adds
mechanical advantage.

The peak halyard
raises the peak, or aft /"'e‘”
end, of the gaff.
mainsheet \
boom guy

he gaff rig was the rig of choice for more than
250 years until the Marconi rig (also called the

attached to, and supported by, a spar — the gaff.

reef cringle
with two halyards, the throat
halyard and the peak halyard.

The Gaff-Rigged Sail 101

Antique technology that still finds favor

peak halyard

peak

) /
throat halyard /

gaff jaw /

ga

\ﬂag or signal halyard

throat
parrel balls
gaff peak vang
—
mast hoops <
topping lift
reef points
tack
boom

\ef tackle gooseneck /
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This halyard is attached to the gaff with either a gaff bridle or
one or more blocks attached to the gaff. When a bridle is used,
the peak halyard slides along the bridle as the angle of the gaff
changes. This is accomplished with either a small block or a
saddle on the bridle. On larger boats with longer and heavier
gaffs, there are sometimes several bridles along the gaff.

If multiple-part block and tackles are used to hoist the sail,
the throat halyard and the peak halyard must have the same
ratio. That is, if the throat halyard is a 2:1 block and tackle,
then the peak halyard should also be a 2:1 block and tackle.
When the sail is hoisted, the crew work the halyards together
as if they were a single halyard.

As the sail is hoisted, the gaff is horizontal. Eventually, the
throat halyard comes to a stop as the luff of the sail becomes
taut. At that point, the throat halyard is tensioned and cleated
off. The gaff is then raised up from horizontal to a more
vertical position with the peak halyard until the leech is tight.
The peak halyard is then also tensioned and cleated off.

When lowering the sail, the procedure is reversed. After
the gaff is lowered to the horizontal position with the peak
halyard, the two halyards are used as one to lower the sail the
rest of the way.

Lazy-jacks are particularly useful with the gaff sail. They
act as a topping lift to support the boom and contain the sail
and the gaff, preventing both from dropping on deck.

Trimming sail

Once hoisted, the gaff sail is trimmed the same way as a
Marconi sail, using the sheet, traveler, outhaul, Cunningham,
and boom vang. One additional piece of running rigging used
for trimming is unique to the gaff sail, and that is the gaff
vang, or gaff peak vang. The gaff vang attaches to the peak
of the gaff, either directly or with a block, and is led down to
the windward rail. On a schooner, where there is a mast just
aft of the gaff sail, the gaff vang is led back to the mast and
then down to deck level. This gaff vang allows the gaff to be
adjusted to eliminate sail twist, vastly improving the perfor-
mance and windward ability of the gaff sail.

One associated sail-trimming maneuver and term is
unknown to today’s Marconi-rig sailors: scandalizing. When
the peak halyard is released, the peak of the gaff drops down
and the sail is almost completely and instantly de-powered.
Scandalizing the sail in this way is a very useful tactic when
the boat is hit by a sudden squall.

Attaching the sail to the spars
In early gaff rigs, the gaff, and sometimes the boom, rode up
and down the mast with “jaws” loosely holding it in place.
The luff of the gaff sail was often held in place with wooden
hoops that encircled the mast. Usually, the head of the sail
was lashed to the gaff and the foot was lashed to the boom.
Some gaff rigs today have replaced these ancient methods
with the same technology used in Marconi rigs. The gaff, and
sometimes the boom, has a gooseneck fitting that rides up
a sail track on the mast. The gaff and boom spars are fitted
with sail tracks that take either the sail’s bolt rope or track
slides, bringing the rig into the 21st century.
So now, when you're crewing aboard our schooner and
I ask you to raise the gaff fores’l, you'll know exactly what
to do.4

As the gaff is raised into a more vertical position the peak halyard
changes its position on the gaff bridle. This is often accomplished
by using a gaff bridle saddle.

This peak halyard is attached

to the gaff using a single bridle.
The mechanical advantage of this
halyard is 2:1.

The peak halyard of this heavier gaff
is attached using two bridles and has
a 4:1 mechanical advantage.

Sometimes, instead of using a bridle,
the peak halyard is fastened directly
to the gaff. This peak halyard has a
4:1 mechanical advantage.

Don Launer, a Good Old Boat contributing editor, built
his two-masted schooney, Delphinus, from a bare hull. He
has held a USCG captain’s license_for more than 38 years
and has written five books. All of his 101 articles are now
avazlable for downloading as a collection from the Good
Old Boat download website, <www.audioseastories.com>.
Look under Archive eXtractions.

www.audioseastories.com

September/October 2012 Good Old Boat

19



Catalina 34

A spacious coastal cruiser

ob Barclay, a professional home
B inspector, and his wife, Cyndi,

owned and sailed a Catalina 28
on Missouri’s Mark Twain Lake. While
they both agreed that the 28 was a nice
boat, they wanted more room on board.
When a well-cared-for Catalina 34
became available in nearby Illinois,
Bob investigated and was sold on the
boat’s quality. Since then, Wind Dancer,
Bob and Cyndi’s Catalina 34, has
become a familiar sight to the sailors
on Mark Twain Lake and the Barclays
have been enjoying the boat’s spacious
interior and good sailing qualities.

History

Frank Butler began his design career in
1966 as co-designer of the Coronado 25
and followed that moderate success
with his own Coronado 15 and Omega 14
designs. In 1969, he envisioned a small,
swing-keel cruiser that would open

up recreational sailing to many more
people. The Catalina 22 was born and
with it a modern success story: Catalina
Yachts. Although Frank had only modest
expectations for his 22, it proved wildly
popular. Within two years he had
introduced the Catalina 27 and by 1976
his landmark Catalina 30 was launched.
The Catalina 25 followed in 1978 and

the Catalina 36 began production in

1982. Each of these designs was a huge
success and they catapulted Catalina
Yachts into the forefront of recreational
sailboat production.

In 1986, the company introduced
the Catalina 34. It had spacious accom-
modations, satisfying performance, and

an attractive price tag at around $45,000.

The first boats were produced with a
deck-stepped mast, but beginning in
1987 they stepped the mast on the keel.
As the design evolved over the years,

a sugar-scoop transom that allowed

a narrow swim step was introduced
and was followed by a walk-through
transom in 1989. Engine options also
were upgraded. In 1996, the Catalina 34
Mark II was introduced and, while its
lines are somewhat different, it retains
much of what was learned in the
production of the original 34.

Catalina remains one of the most
prolific sailboat builders in history
and has sold more than 60,000 boats.
The company continues to produce
a great number of cruising sailboats
and currently builds at least 10 models
ranging from the Catalina 22 Sport to
the Catalina 470. Vice president and
partner Gerry Douglas designs most
new models these days, but Frank
Butler maintains an active role in the
company he founded.

by Tom Wells

Construction

Catalina built the 34 hull using a solid
hand layup of fiberglass fabric and
polyester resin. Wooden stringers were
added and glassed along the bilge to
stiffen the hull structure. The fiberglass
interior liner runs from bow to stern,
with key openings in critical places

to provide access below for storage,
through-hulls, wiring, and plumbing.

Decks are balsa cored, with plywood
core used in higher stress zones, and a
low toerail is molded around the perim-
eter. The hull-to-deck joint is a shoebox
arrangement formed by overlapping the
downturned deck flange on the mating
hull surface with a sealant in between.
An aluminum rubrail is fastened with
bolts that pass through the deck
flange, hull, and liner and are secured
with washers and nuts on the inside.
Catalina used a trademark tan rubber
insert fitted into a slot in the rubrail to
cover the bolt heads. A blue cove stripe
applied below the rubrail gives the boat
the double-stripe look that’s a charac-
teristic of Catalinas.

The lead keel is secured with
stainless-steel bolts. A fin keel with
5-foot 7-inch draft and a wing keel
with 4-foot 3-inch draft were available.
The keels were faired with glass and
gelcoat. One problem area has been the

The anchor locker, at left, holds a second anchor and rode but makes fitting a windlass difficult. The T-shaped cockpit, at right, allows easy
movement around the pedestal. Note the rudder head under the helm seat where it's accessible if there is a need to fit an emergency tiller.
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bond between this fairing and the under-
lying lead. Spade rudders were fitted
with depths to match the keel configura-
tion. Some owners have reported minor
issues with water in the rudder.

Rig

The Catalina 34 rig has single spreaders
with single upper shrouds and dual
lowers attached to chainplates that
penetrate the deck near the cabin
trunk. Stainless-steel tie rods attach

to the chainplates belowdecks, their
lower ends secured through a heavy
stringer that runs along the liner-to-hull
interface. The tie rods are exposed in
the cabin interior. Water leakage at the
chainplates and resulting deck core
damage is a common issue. Catalina
Yachts has made available a redesigned
chainplate that provides a much better
seal at the deck.

A split backstay connects to chain-
plates through-bolted at the outboard
corners of the transom.

The mainsheet is attached at the
midpoint of the aluminum boom and
leads to a cabintop traveler mounted
over the aft end of the sea hood for the
companionway hatch. Maxwell 30 two-
speed winches are on either side of the
companionway to handle lines run aft.
The primary winches are Maxwell 46
two-speed self-tailers. A curved T-track

www.audioseastories.com

runs alongside the cabin trunk aft of the
chainplates for the genoa-sheet lead,
and a second T-track is mounted on the
molded toerail for outboard sheeting.

Deck layout
The Catalina molded non-skid surface is
fairly aggressive. Together with the wide
sidedecks, the inboard chainplate loca-
tion, and teak grabrails along the whole
length of the fairly flat cabintop, this
makes the deck areas secure for crew
going forward and working at the mast.

Between a hatch over the saloon aft
of the mast and large smoked-Lexan
fixed portlights in the cabin sides, the
saloon receives ample light. Dorade
vents located just forward of the traveler
on either side of the sea hood and three
opening ports forward on each side
provide ventilation. A large hatch on the
forward slope of the cabin trunk provides
light and ventilation for the V-berth.

The foredeck is large and open,
and the sizable anchor locker provides
stowage space for a Danforth-type
anchor as well as the rode and chain for
a primary anchor. The primary anchor
is stowed on a bow roller that’s cleverly
integrated into the hull molding.
A beefy cleat on a shelf at the aft end
of the anchor locker provides a secure
attachment point for the rode. There is
no apparent provision for mounting a
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Bob and Cyndi Barclay's Wind
Dancer is a fine example of the
Catalina 34, a handsome boat with
pleasing proportions.

windlass, and doing so would require
modifications to the locker area and the
locker cover.

Mooring cleats of ample size are
fitted port and starboard, but there are
no chocks, and there appears to be little
room to mount them. The stainless-steel
bow pulpit effectively encloses the area
where the anchor is handled.

Double #%e-inch coated lifelines
attach at the bow pulpit and run
through stainless-steel stanchions.

The stanchion nearest the aft end of the
cabin trunk is braced and the lifelines
between it and the stern pulpit can be
dropped for dockside access. The stern
pulpit is made in two sections with an
opening that’s filled by a stainless-steel
stern ladder in its raised position.

A lifeline section with a pelican hook
secures the raised ladder to close the
opening when the boat is under way.

The cockpit is wide and roomy with
seats to port and starboard providing
actual sleeping lengths of more than
6 feet. The 40-inch wheel is mounted
to a standard Edson pedestal and the
T configuration of the cockpit allows
access around the wheel to the helm
seat aft. The arched helm seat assures
secure seating at the wheel when the
boat is heeled.

Wide coamings provide fairly
comfortable seatbacks as well as
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With an abundance of fixed and opening portlights, the saloon is bright and airy, at left. While compact, the galley has everything one needs: a
deep double sink, an icebox, and a two-burner stove with oven, at right. A nice touch is the hinged counter section to provide more workspace.

mounting locations for the primary
winches. There are convenient cubbies
in the coamings for winch handles and
other items. Cockpit lockers are located
beneath the port and starboard seats,
although the aft cabin limits their depth.
There is also a locker beneath the helm
seat that contains properly vented
secure storage for the onboard propane
gas supply.

The Catalina 34 has a raised bridge
deck at the companionway entrance.
In place of the standard dropboards,
Wind Dancer has custom hinged doors.

Belowdecks

A primary feature of the Catalina 34 is
its interior space. Forward, the V-berth
is very large and accommodating. With
more than 6 feet of length available
and with the center insert in place, it's
a comfortable berth for two. A hanging
locker to starboard, drawers to port,
and a wide raised shelf over the foot of
the berth provide ample storage.

A teak bulkhead and privacy door
separate the V-berth from the saloon,
which is open and bright with lots of
light from the large fixed ports and
overhead hatch. The teak-and-holly
sole, teak trim, and teak ceilings on
the inner hull surface provide warmth,
while exposed white sections beneath
the seats and the white headliner
prevent it from being overly dark.

The keel-stepped mast is at the forward
port corner of a teak table that serves a
U-shaped settee to starboard. The table
drops to convert the settee to a conve-
nient double berth. A straight settee to
port provides a single berth.

The navigation station is on the aft
end of the port settee, which is also
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Catalina 34
Designer: Frank Butler
LOA: 34 feet 6 inches

LWL: 29 feet 10 inches
Beam: 11 feet 9 inches
Draft (fin): 5 feet 7 inches
Draft (wing): 4 feet 3 inches
Displacement: 11,950 pounds
Ballast: 5,000 pounds

Sail area: 528 square feet
SA/Disp. ratio: 16
Disp./LWL ratio: 201
Headroom: 6 feet 3inches
Fuel: Diesel, 23 gallons
Water: 70 gallons

Holding: 30 gallons
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the nav seat. Storage space is provided
under the hinged chart-table top and

in a cabinet with a louvered door aft of
the nav station. Electric panels and the
radio are located above the chart table.

The galley lies to starboard and aft of
the U-shaped dining area. The forward
portion of the galley has double
stainless-steel sinks inboard and counter
space over the icebox compartment
outboard. Hot and cold pressurized
water is drawn from a 25-gallon tank
forward under the V-berth and a
45-gallon tank to starboard. A folding
shelf along the center aisle can be
opened to add counter space to port of
the sinks. A two-burner propane stove
with an oven is mounted along the hull
aft of the icebox, and the space above
counter level and along the hull contains
storage for utensils and foodstuffs.

A door just inboard of the stove
provides access to the aft cabin, which
is fitted with a dressing seat along the
starboard hull near the door and a
queen-sized berth that extends athwart-
ships beneath the cockpit sole and the
storage lockers.

The head compartment is aft of
the nav station and accessed through
a door to port of the companionway.

It contains a marine toilet on a fiber-
glass liner platform, a stainless-steel
vanity sink with a combination faucet/
showerhead, and a teak shower seat.
The sole liner in the head drains to a
shower sump with a separate discharge,
and the toilet discharges into a
30-gallon holding tank.

Headroom is generally 6 feet 3 inches,
but a number of bolts capped with acorn
nuts on the headliner bear watching if
you are very tall.
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The engine is a three-cylinder
Universal M-35 diesel located beneath
the companionway steps with very
good access. With the steps removed,
most service points are easy to reach.
A side panel in the aft berth provides
additional access. The aluminum fuel
tank holds 23 gallons.

Under way
Bob, Cyndi, and their son Dylan
welcomed my wife and me for a test
sail in winds of 10 to 12 knots. As we
backed out of the slip we noted
moderate prop walk to port, and
the Universal diesel propelled the
boat nicely and without undue noise
or vibration as we motored out of
the marina. The large spade rudder
provides good directional stability and
helm resistance is not excessive.
Under sail, the boat has a very solid
feel and feedback through the large
wheel is surprisingly good. Tending the
mainsail controls requires a second
crew because the traveler and sheet
cannot be easily reached from the
helm position. The primary winches
are within the helmsman’s reach. When
singlehanding in a good breeze, it’s best
to ease the main to minimize the need
to go forward to adjust the traveler.
The boat does have a tendency to round
up in gusts if the main is trimmed for
speed, but a crew adjusting the traveler
to meet the gusts can prevent this and
keep the boat driving forward.
We put Wind Dancer on several
points of sail and she performed
adequately on each one. The boat will
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The nav station, at left, to port utilizes one

end of the settee for a seat. A peek into the

aft cabin, above, shows a small seat and the
portlights into the cockpit footwell. The head,
atright, includes a teak seat for seated
showers and even a rack for reading material.

The Universal diesel is easily serviced from the
space just beneath the companionway stairs.

point to around 35 degrees apparent
wind before losing drive. On a beam
reach with the main and genoa trimmed
for speed, the boat romped off at nearly
6 knots under fingertip helm control, and
on a run it was well-balanced with very
little tendency to roll. While the helm
does not have the immediate feedback
of a tiller, it’s sensitive enough for the
helmsman to know what’s needed from
him. We found the boat fun to sail while
it gave us the secure feel of a larger boat.

We did not have conditions that
could provide a sense of the boat’s
seakeeping ability, but the solid feel
and construction of the boat indicate
she will likely do fine in most seas.
A Catalina 34 makes a reliable coastal
cruiser. Some owners have made
offshore passages, including at least
one to Hawaii from California.

Many Catalina 34 owners race
their boats in PHRF fleets. From the
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US Sailing listings, a fin-keel Catalina 34
with the standard rig carries an average
rating of around 150 seconds per mile,
with tall-rig boats rating 141. Wing-keel
boats with both rigs rate a few points
slower. This makes the Catalina 34 a

bit slower than a Hunter 34 at 138 and
nearly identical in speed to the C&C 34
centerboard model.

Prices and availability

With so many boats produced, a great
many Catalina 34s are for sale at any
given time. In early 2012, a quick
check found at least 58 available at
prices ranging from $29,000 for a 1986
model to $62,000 for a 1991 model.
The average asking price for these
boats is around $44,000. Parts and
support are widely available and the
Catalina 34 remains a very popular
sailboat. Z

Tom Wells is a contributing editor
with Good Old Boat (and his musical
contributions at the Annapolis boat
show have also earned him the title of
Troubadour). He and his wife, Sandy,
own and sail a 1979 Tartan 37, Higher
Porpoise. They have been sailing
together since the 1970s and, look
Sorward to cruising upon retivement.

Resources

Catalina Yachts
www.catalinayachts.com

Catalina 34 International Association
www.c34.0rg
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I VY Ydimprovements

Burry's diesel fireplace awaits the New York winter,
above. The heat shield protects the bulkhead from

heat given off by the flue all the way up to the

headliner. The damper halfway up is needed for
gusty winds. The Charlie Noble, below, screws into
a deck plate so it can be removed and the opening

closed in summer.
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Installing a
cabin heater

A diesel fireplace
warms boat, body, and soul

by Burry Vanderveer

n the Chesapeake in
O October you find cruisers
migrating south toward

warmer climes. My wife and I must
have taken a wrong turn, as we
found ourselves north in New York
Harbor, tied up and prepping for
our first winter aboard our 41-foot
sailboat. Heat production was
clearly going to be a big part of that
effort. Seahawk has a robust heat
pump that did yeoman service on
Chesapeake Bay, but looking at the
weather history and the heat pump’s
efficiency curve, I quickly realized
that once the water temperature
dropped below 38°F, there would
be little output. Supplemental heat
would be in order and, not willing to
rely on marina power, we needed a
non-shorepower solution.

Before anything else, we had
to determine how much heat we
needed. This is driven by many
factors, including average tempera-
tures, the degree of insulation in the
hull and overhead, and the volume
of air to be heated. Seahawk’s
saloon would require a minimum
of 8,000 BTU per hour, preferably
10,000 or more.

Weighing the choices
Looking at self-contained systems
that did not require a generator,

I decided we needed a 12-volt
system with minimal power draw.
This drove us to a combustion
solution. Two major systems fit
that bill: forced air, in which air
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heated by a flame is pushed to vents,
and the more traditional fireplace.

We chose the fireplace for lower cost,
simplicity, and ambiance. We have
friends with a forced-air system

and, while these systems produce
great heat, the maintenance input
every fall was not minimal. We also
quickly dismissed, due to the carbon
monoxide hazard, any portable heat
source that does not vent combustion
gases to the exterior.

Shipborne fireplaces are avail-
able with several fuel options: solid
(wood or pellets), liquid (diesel
or kerosene), LPG (propane), or
CNG (compressed natural gas).

The manufacturers we focused on
were Sigmar and Dickinson.

We had propane on board for our
stove and knew it to be clean-burning.
The other advantage of propane is the
dual chimney that isolates the burn
chamber from the saloon.

The advantage of using diesel fuel
is simplicity, and I felt more comfort-
able not having to run an additional
propane line. A major factor was
that we carry a lot more diesel than
propane, which meant we would have
to make fewer trips for refills.

This thought process drove us to a
Dickinson diesel fireplace. We chose
a bulkhead-mounted unit, since we
lacked the real estate on the cabin
sole for a standing model. Two weeks
later, we picked up two boxes, one
with our fireplace and the bigger one
with ancillary equipment to complete
the installation.
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The overall project cost us $1,050,
with the major expense being the
fireplace at $700, but that was after
aggressive shopping. I would estimate
the retail cost for this project at $1,300.

Preparation and planning

At first look, the installation process
can be daunting, but by diligently
following the instructions, making a
plan, and breaking the project into
manageable stages, I was able to
accomplish it in a full weekend (with
about eight hours preparation in the
evenings the week before). The main
stages [ used were preparation
(designing and building the backing/
mounting board), heater installation,
chimney installation, and setting up the
fuel and electrical connections.

With a diesel heater, the place-
ment and length of the chimney are
key to preventing smoke blowdown.
Our overall chimney length is just over
4 feet. To prevent poor combustion, we
installed a balanced damper 22 inches
above the stovetop to ensure the draft
remains stable during wind gusts.

We first built a cardboard mockup
that gave us a plan for positioning and
the placement of mounting points.

On a monohull like ours, the most

convenient location for a fireplace is
usually on the forward bulkhead in the
saloon facing aft. We tried to mount the
fireplace as low as possible to reduce
the hot-head/cold-feet effect. By placing
it so the top was just below and slightly
inboard of the air-conditioning vent,

we were able to use the fan-only
function of the winterized heat pump
to distribute the air very effectively.
Without good air circulation, a fireplace
can become a toasty heat island while
leaving the rest of the saloon cold.

Installation

Using pencil ticks on the bulkhead as
reference points, I designed the backing/
heat shield. A fireplace mounted on or
close to a bulkhead will need a heat
shield behind the fireplace and along

the chimney path. A sheet of stainless
steel is often used for this and can be
quite attractive, but we opted for a tile
shield that blends nicely with our saloon
décor. I used %-inch backerboard cut to
shape, with 4-inch x 4-inch ceramic tiles
mortared to it and appropriate grout in
the seams. Once it had cured, I drilled
the four mounting holes for the fireplace
as well as two more for the chimney part
of the shield. To mount the fireplace and
shield, I used Y-inch bolts with washers,

to which I added additional nuts and
washers to create a 1-inch standoff
between the shield and the bulkhead.

Installing the chimney caused me
the greatest anxiety, probably from my
strong aversion to drilling a 5-inch hole
in our cabintop! A straight chimney is
best. To ensure the hole was centered,
I drilled a pilot hole from below, using
a level to maintain the vertical. This
gave me a way to position the deck
block we needed, as our cabintop is
sloped and the top of the deck plate
has to be horizontal to properly accept
the vertical flue. I drilled a pilot hole in
a block of hardwood, then shaped the
bottom of the block to fit the contour of
the cabintop.

I attached the shaped block to the
cabintop using the pilot holes for refer-
ence and glassed it in place. Using a hole
saw, I drilled the hole for the chimney in
two stages. First, I cut a 5%einch-diam-
eter hole 2 inches deep to accommodate
my large ABI deckplate. I then cut a
5-inch hole the rest of the way through
the cabintop and the headliner for the
flue. (I have a bi-metal hole-saw kit that
does a great job through fiberglass and
wood. Moderate speed and gentle pres-
sure helps minimize splintering.) When
the cutting was complete, I cleared

Burry installed the fuel pump, at left, in the head compartment on the back side of the bulkhead from the heater. He bolted the fireplace mounting
bracket to the heat shield, center, and bolted the heat shield to the bulkhead separately using nuts and washers to create a stand-off between the
shield and the bulkhead. The heat shield is "-inch-thick ceramic tiles mortared to 3-inch backer board and adds a touch of color to the cabin.
Bartley the Boat Beagle approved of the project and was most grateful for the effort Burry put in on his behalf.
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I VY Ydimprovements

away the exposed core of the cabintop,
backfilled the void with thickened epoxy,
and sanded and painted the deck block.

The final stage was to assemble the
flues. In my case, this was one 22-inch
length of flue, the balanced damper,
and another 22-inch length shortened
to ensure a snug fit into the deck fitting.
Above deck I have a Charlie Noble
chimney top on an 18-inch length of
threaded pipe that screws into the
deck fitting. This cabintop arrangement
allows me to remove the stack and
replace it with a deck plate, making the
cabintop cleaner (no tripping over the
chimney during sail changes), and seals
the flue against water ingress. I discov-
ered that it’s important to have the
dress ring installed onto the cabin liner
prior to sealing down the deckplate.
This is very difficult to do after the
chimney is in place!

Hooking up

The fuel and electrical connections
were straightforward. Fuel can be
supplied either from a gravity tank

66 ...the glowing fireplace negates
the whirling wind and snow outside. 99

filled manually or by a transfer pump
or low-pressure direct-feed pump.
We chose the electric pump as it
allows us to use the fuel directly from
a tank and we had no convenient place
for a gravity tank.

I teed off my forward diesel tank
to the stove filter assembly with a
fuel shutoff. From the filter, an ABYC-
approved fuel line runs to the low-
pressure pump that has a maximum
head of 3 feet and must be mounted at
the same height as the metering valve.
Two copper tubes are needed, the first
from the pump to the fuel-metering
valve and the second an overflow line
from the metering valve to a small catch
bottle. For power, I ran 12-gauge tinned
wire from a spare 5-amp breaker on my
DC panel to the pump and then on to
the fireplace draft-assist fan. The pump
is rated at 4 amps and the fan at 2 amps

on high, but I have never seen the
fireplace draw more than 2 amps.

Once we were done with the
installation, the only thing left to do
was to light the fireplace and enjoy it.
Ilove lying on the settee of an evening,
reading a good book while the glowing
fireplace negates the whirling wind
and snow outside. The dry heat is very
comforting and the glow of the flame
warms the soul! £

Burry Vanderveer and his wife, Wendy,
have lived aboard Seahawk since 2008.
When he retired in 2010 after 34 years
n the Army, they began cruising in
earnest: south from New York City to
Florida and the Bahamas. He has done
many DIY boat projects from magjor
(repowering) to minor (converting

to LED lighting) and has replaced or
renewed most of the boat’s systems.

BETA MARINE

Beta 30 in a
Morris Justine

Smoother...Quieter!

Our engines idle
smoother and
quieter because
of our high inertia
flywheel. This is
one of the many
Beta Marine
exclusive features
that make our
diesel engines
easier to live with.

Some of our installations

What a concept!

Engineered to he serviced easily

 Beta Marine Superb Propulsion Engines, using Kubota Diesel

Engine Model
Beta 38

Engine Engine e From 13.5 - 150 hp including our famous Atomic 4 replacements
Model Vessel Model Vessel * Also available: Marine generators up to 30Kw
Beta 14 (BZ482)  Albin Vega Beta 38 (BV1505) Sabre 38MKk1
Cape Dory 28 Valiant 37
Beta 16 (BZ602)  Tartan 30 Westsail 32 BETA MARINE US Ltd.
Beta 20 (BD722) Contessa 32 Beta 43 (BV2003) Valiant 40 f
Island Packet 27 Beta 50 (BV2203) Bristol 41.1 PO Box 5, Minnesott Beach, NC 28510
Pearson Vanguard Hinckley B- 40 877-227-2473 « 252-249-2473 - fax 252-249-0049
Beta 25 (BD902) Alberg 35 Morgan 41 Ol info@betamarinenc.com
Morgan Ol 33 Morgan 45
Beta 28 (BD1005)  Alberg 37 Beta 60 (BV2403) CSY 44 -
Pearson 35 WWW.betamarlnenC.Com
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The schematic, above, shows the layout of the various and sundry
components of the heating system, below.
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A hydronic system
extends the sailing
(and showering) season

by Graham Collins

racing boat, so the hot-water system was stripped

out at some time before we purchased her. As I'm
not a fan of cold showers, this had to be addressed. We also
wanted to be able to heat the boat so we could extend our
cruising season a bit longer into the spring and fall. We keep
the boat on a mooring, so shorepower is not typically avail-
able. The available fuel sources were diesel and propane, and
we wanted to install only one system.

We considered and rejected an “on-demand” propane-
fueled water heater. This would give us hot water for dish-
washing but we would need a second system for heating the
boat. Furthermore, the “on-demand” systems are not officially
marine units, so we might run into trouble with the insurance
company. We also considered connecting the heat-exchanger
loop of a hot-water tank to the boat’s engine’s cooling system,
but that would mean running the engine to generate hot
water — not very efficient — and we’d still need a second
system to heat the boat.

Several reputable companies manufacture boat heaters.
Investigating Webasto, Hurricane, and Espar led us to a
diesel-burning hydronic heater that heats and circulates a mix

O ur C&C 35, Secret Plans, was previously used as a
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N MY Tdimprovements

of water and antifreeze to provide hot
water and cabin heat. These heaters are
often used in transport trucks to keep
the truck cab warm when the engine is
shut down and to pre-warm the engine.
They are also used in boats.

The system we selected and installed
consists of an Espar D5 hydronic heater
coupled to a Raritan (wash) water
heater, an expansion tank, and a pair
of Heatercraft radiators. Note that
this heater is not ignition-protected
and cannot be used in the engine or
fuel areas of a gasoline-powered boat.
This was not a concern in our diesel-
powered boat.

Installation requirements

The heater needs to be close to where
the exhaust will exit the boat (typically
the transom), in as protected an area as
possible, and lower than the expansion
tank. The radiators should be located
so the hose run to connect them will
be fairly easy. In my case, that put both
radiators on the same side of the boat
as the water heater to keep the hose
runs as short as possible.

Once locations have been chosen
for the components, the installation
job can be broken down into five
tasks: mounting the hardware, wiring,
plumbing, connecting the fuel lines, and
running the exhaust hose.

Installing the hardware consists
of cutting the required holes,
fabricating brackets to hold the
heater, and fastening everything in
place. The brackets are homemade
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The hot-water tank is in the cockpit locker and Graham put a step over it to protect
it, at left. The gray tank is the expansion tank. Running 50 feet of heater hose
through the boat, above, was lahor intensive but worth it.

of stainless-steel strap (1 x %-inch)
and require some basic bending and
drilling. Because we wanted the
exhaust to exit at the transom, the
Espar heater had to be at the aft end of
the cockpit locker to keep the exhaust
short. The intake duct that supplies air
to the burner is terminated inside the
cockpit locker where there is adequate
ventilation since the locker shares
venting with the engine.

The new Raritan water-heater tank
went where the original had been (we
bought the same type and size the boat
had originally so it fit without prob-
lems). This is up against the bulkhead at
the forward end of the cockpit locker.

I also made a step that covers the tank
top and prevents us from stepping on
the water tank.

The expansion tank accommodates
the circulating fluid as it expands when
heated. It has to be higher than the rest
of the system so the fluid won't escape.
The expansion tank is at the highest
point of the cockpit locker, about 2 feet
higher than the heater and directly over
the water heater.

We selected radiators that would fit
in the available locker space in loca-
tions where we wanted heat and where
we could run hose. One “gotcha” that
almost got me is the barb size on the
radiators: %-inch versus %-inch. I almost
bought the wrong size hose.

A Heatercraft 5H radiator is located
under the settee in the main cabin. It
pulls cold air from the companionway
side and feeds warm air out under the
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settee table. The second radiator, a
Heatercraft 2H, is located under the
V-berth, forward of the head. This
radiator feeds two air ducts: one into

the forward cabin and the other into the
head. Both radiators use fans to move air,
maximizing the heat transfer. I also had
to install some grilles to allow for return-
air flow into the locker to the radiators.

Wiring and plumbing

The wiring is pretty straightforward and
the directions were clear. The heater
and fans are wired into the main
electrical panel with dedicated circuit
breakers. This takes up two circuit-
breaker locations, as we wanted to be
able to leave the fans turned off when
we didn’t need cabin heat. It would
also be possible to connect everything
to one breaker, but good practice says
each device needs a fuse. We discarded
the supplied Espar inline fuse and used
a breaker on our main panel so we also
had an easy on/off switch.

The heater comes with a wiring
harness that we tied in place and
plugged in at the heater. Then we
trimmed the harness to the required
length and attached the supplied
connectors to the wires to mate with
the controller and fuel pump. I installed
the heater controller in a cutout in
the galley bulkhead. The fans are on a
separate circuit and I added a switch
in the V-berth to allow that fan to be
turned off. The hot-water tank was
also connected to AC shorepower
for the times we are plugged in and
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has a dedicated circuit breaker in the
AC panel.

The main plumbing job was to run
50 feet of hose through the boat to
connect the components. The hose
is #-inch inside diameter, which
translates into a lot of 1%-inch holes
drilled through bulkheads and lockers.
The hose has to be impervious to heat
and antifreeze and reasonably flexible.
A local industrial-hose shop set me
up with the materials. The hose is
routed from the heater outflow to the
hot-water-tank heat exchanger, forward
to the radiators in the cabin, back aft to
the expansion tank, and then it returns
to the heater. The only cabin space
where the hoses are exposed is under
the oven. I made a teak panel to hide
and protect them. Otherwise the hose is
hidden in lockers.

Fuel and exhaust

I was lucky that our fuel tank had

an unused opening available. Once

I obtained the correct adapter, I cut
the fuel pickup to length and installed
it in the tank. The calibrated fuel
pump that comes with the Espar unit
is better at pushing fuel than pulling
it, so the fuel pump has to be within

6 feet of the tank.

The exhaust installation has specific
requirements. One key restriction is
that the exhaust pipe must be at least
2 inches from any combustible mate-
rials, so the pipe is fastened every foot
or so with brackets or restrained with
seizing wire to keep it in place. I also
installed a fiberglass insulating sleeve
over it for extra protection.
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The larger radiator warms the saloon, at left. It's under the aft leg of
the U-shaped settee and draws air from the galley. The Espar heater,
ahove, is installed aft under the cockpit. It draws combustion air from
the cockpit locker and the exhaust exit is in the transom.

The pipe runs aft and out the
transom, where it has to be at least
12 inches above the waterline and higher
is obviously better. You don’t want water
blocking the exhaust even momentarily.

The exhaust pipe also has to have
an upward slope immediately inside
the boat so any water entering the
transom fitting will run back out.
A hump bend works best for this; just
inside the transom the pipe goes up as
far as possible and then back down.
The transom fitting is a double-walled
exhaust fitting that reduces the amount
of heat transferred to the transom.
The Espar marine exhaust pipe is
4 inches larger than the truck exhaust
pipe, constructed of double-walled
stainless steel, and has a drain to
remove any water that may have found
its way in or that condenses in the
exhaust pipe.

When the installation was complete,
I filled the hose system with water and
antifreeze. There is a bleed screw on
the Espar unit to allow air to escape.
When I fired up the system, I added
more fluid as air burped out. It’s very
important to keep the heater from
running dry. Since then, I've periodically
checked the fluid level, but the system
has so far been maintenance-free.

Warm feelings

We have been very happy with this setup
as it gives us the heat we want with
minimal electrical and fuel requirements
and it has worked flawlessly. Running
the heater for about 20 minutes will heat
the hot-water tank and make the boat
nice and toasty warm.

September/October 2012

The project cost approximately
$2,200 for the heater, wire, hose, and
radiators and another $600 for the hot-
wash-water tank. Installation required
a couple of days’ work. The hardest
part was pulling all the wire and hose
through the boat. When I'm washing
dishes using hot water or sipping coffee
in a warm boat on a cool fall morning,
I know it was worth every penny and
every minute. /

Graham Collins is an obsessive

boat modifier, a woodworker, and a
manufacturing engineer of malitary
electronics.He sails Secret Plans, a
C&C 35-8, on the waters around,
Halifax, Canada, with son, Sam, and
wife, Jill.

Sources
for components

he materials were procured

over the Internet with the
exception of the hose.The radia-
tors and hot-water tank are from
Go2Marine (www.go2marine.com)
and Defender (www.defender.com),
respectively, and the Espar compo-
nents were sourced via eBay.

The only component that was
difficult to locate was the expansion
tank, which was sourced from Cool-It
in British Columbia (www.cool-it.ca).

Another source is Sure Marine
Service in Washington (www.
suremarineservice.com).
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RIB wrap

An easy-to-make cover
protects an inflatable dinghy

by Jane Lothrop

ake alook at inflatable dinghies

clustered around a dock or sitting

on the beach in a cruising area.
Almost all of them will have a cover and
the majority of the covers will have been
professionally made by a canvas shop.
When we started cruising 13 years ago,
I wondered about this. Inflatables are
made of expensive Hypalon or PVC and
they have warranties, yet many manu-
facturers do not even offer a cover as an
extra. Why then do almost all cruising
dinghies have a cover? It didn’t take us
long to figure that out.

Cruisers really use their dinghies.
They are the sport vehicle, the family car,
the fishing boat, the “off-road” explorer,
and perhaps even the life raft. They are
exposed to all sorts of weather 24 hours
of the day, every day. All this is hard
on human skin, as we know, and the
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dinghy does not have the advantage of
sloughing off the old skin and constantly
growing new, as we do. So, if you want
your dinghy to last and if you want to be
able to sit on the tubes without burning
your bare skin, you need a cover.

Our original dinghy was an Avon
RIB. I made a cover for it when we
were in the Rio Dulce for hurricane
season, but the design and execution
were amateurish. Most notably, when
we went fast in the dinghy the cover
scooped water and deposited it on the
driver’s backside! Still, it was func-
tional. All it cost us was the material,
and that cover and dinghy were still in
good shape when we sold them more
than five years later.

At that point, we were back and
forth between New Zealand and the
Pacific Islands and the old Avon with
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Jane with the dinghy in its newly completed
cover, April 2007, in Queensland, Australia.

the motor on it was just too heavy

for us to carry up the steep beaches
and over the rocks. Lots of people
have dinghy wheels, but Cormorant

is a cutter and we have just enough
space between the mast guard and the
staysail for a dinghy while allowing
enough room to open the foredeck sail
lockers. We found the perfect dinghy,
an AquaPro aluminum RIB, that fit
that spot and was light enough for

us to carry with the 3.3-horsepower
engine on it. We chose the PVC material
because of cost relative to warranty.
Now all we needed was a cover.

No avoiding homemade

Because my first cover was so hard

to make, and so imperfect, I went to a
professional for a price. The quote came
back at almost a third the total price of
the new dinghy! I was reluctant to try
my custom-fabrication skills again, so

I decided to go high-tech and try using
a UV protectant rather than a cover.

I bought the special 303 Aerospace
Protectant and carefully followed the
instructions about how to apply it and
how often to do it.

After a year in the intense sun of the
South Pacific, it was evident from the
surface of the dinghy that the protectant
was not doing the job. The white
material had softened enough that it got

The first step in making a pattern is to mark
the cutouts. Their initial outlines will only be
approximate, since the clear-plastic pattern
material is not flat when it is marked.
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a little gooey and dirt and mildew
became permanent marks.

Luckily, when I finally accepted
the fact that I had to make another
dinghy cover, we were anchored at
Asanvari in Vanuatu, together with
Lisa and Marc Labonte on Nahanni.
I was admiring their cover and trying
to figure out how it was done when
Lisa said she made it herself and
would share the secret.

A pattern makes perfect

A canvasmaker told her to buy a
cheap clear shower curtain and
use the clear plastic to make a
perfect pattern before cutting the
Sunbrella fabric. Plastic sheeting
does not stretch and is easy to
handle, so you can experiment with
placing the seams in various places
until you get an arrangement that
works with your dinghy’s shape.

I even had to put a couple of darts
into my cover, but those were also
done with the pattern.

What makes creating a dinghy
cover so difficult is getting all the
cutouts in the right places and
getting the whole thing tight and
firmly attached. Using the clear
plastic for a template made it easy to
mark the openings for the handles,
the oarlocks, and the inflation valves.
If the first cut was not perfect,

I simply cut smaller pieces of the
plastic and taped them in place to
correct the pattern.

Now that I had a good pattern,

I had another challenge. I was
thinking all those cutouts had to
be trimmed with binding tape or

With rough cutouts made to fit around handles and

other fittings, the pattern can be fitted on the dinghy.

Once the pattern has heen shaped to the dinghy,
the rough cutouts must be smoothed and the extra
pieces cut away.

Since the cut edges will not be exact or smooth,
extra pieces of plastic are taped as necessary to
fine-tune the fit.

hemmed somehow without altering
their shape. A good seamstress can
probably do this easily, but for me
and most other “sewers by need” it’s
anightmare. Then I had an inspira-
tion, and my solution turned out to
be easy, looks good, and has lasted
without any problems for more than
three and a half years.

I cut the openings exactly the
finished size. I then measured
14 inch all around each opening and
put standard boat “blue tape” on
both sides of the Sunbrella. Using a
product called Liquid Rope Whipping
(also available as Whip-End Dip),
I painted the exposed canvas and
the cut edge, applying two layers of
the white stuff. The tape made a nice
straight edge so it looks good and,
since the whipping is flexible and
made for ropes, it is resistant to salt
and sun. Problem solved.

A (non-) sticky situation
I thought the next problem would
be easy to solve but, as we all know
from experience with Murphy’s Law,
it was not. That was the issue of
attaching the cover to the dinghy.
Ilooked at every dinghy I could
find. The best-looking and best-fitting
covers were all attached with Velcro.
I sewed the loop side of the Velcro
to the canvas cover, on the inner and
outer edges. Lisa told me she sewed
her hook Velcro to vinyl before
gluing it to the dinghy, since vinyl
to vinyl makes a better bond than
fabric to vinyl. Based on her insights,
I went to a canvas shop, got some
vinyl scraps to cut into lengths, and

After the pattern has been transferred to the fabric, at left, the cut edges can be painted with Liquid Rope Whipping to protect them. It takes two
coats to look nice and last well. After more than three years of use, the cutout for the handle on the bow of the dinghy still looks tidy, center.
The loop Velcro is sewn directly to the fabric cover, while the hook side is first sewn to vinyl and then glued to the dinghy, at right.
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In July 2010, floating behind Cormorant at anchor in Paros, Greece, the dinghy still looks great.

Custom Fabrications

* Stainless stem plates/anchor rollers to replace
worn out aluminum castings

* Stainless chainplates to prevent rig failure from
fatigued aluminum castings

* Stainless platforms to
upgrade your sailboat

* Custom fabrications using
our new waterjet capabilities

We take pride in using only
North American raw materia/s.

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN
THE US AND CANADA

www.stainlessoutfitters.com

STAINLESS OUTFITTERS

800-268-0395
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made long strips of Velcro sewed to
vinyl to attach to the dinghy.

My unanticipated problem
was that the glue would not hold.
One professional told me he used
contact cement, so I tried that.

But two months later it was coming
off. Then I tried an “outdoor
camping” glue for tents, and that
lasted about two months.

If I had a Hypalon dinghy and had
sewed my Velcro to Hypalon scraps,
and had the proper glue, it prob-
ably would have been easy. But we
have a PVC dinghy and we were in
Australia, then Indonesia, and then
Malaysia looking for the right glue.
Finally, in Phuket, Thailand, I went
to Cholamark Dinghy Company,
where they make dinghies and
covers, and bought several little
brown bottles of what they said
was the proper glue. I put it on in
late November 2008 in Malaysia.

It is July 2010 as I write this. We are
halfway across the Aegean Sea and
the Velcro is still firmly attached.

From start to finish the cover
project took less than a week and
the total cost was only the cost
of the fabric, the plastic curtain,
about a half bottle of Liquid Rope
Whipping, and some glue that
also works as dinghy-repair glue.
Our investment was less than $100.
Without the cover the dinghy would
probably be useless by now. <

Jane Lothrop and her husband,
Harry Hungate, have been liveaboard
cruisers since 1997. On December 28,
2011, they completed their leisurely
crrcumnavigation on their Corbin 39
cutter, Cormorant.

Liquid rope-whipping products
Dip-It Whip-It
www.starbrite.com

Liquid Rope Whipping
West Marine

Whip-End Dip
available from several online retailers

Vinyl adhesive
HH-66 Vinyl Cement
available from Sailrite
www.sailrite.com
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Fuel-polishing system

Clean, reliable diesel for the DIY cruiser by David Lynn

way about how important clean fuel is. I didn’t

worry about the fuel as long as the primary
fuel filter looked clean. On one offshore passage,
however, the seaway was a bit rough, which churned
the fuel enough to mix up all the sediment that had
been lying benignly in the bottom of the tank. As we
motored into a tight marina full of very expensive
boats, I discovered how quickly the fuel filters could
clog up, starving the engine of fuel. The old adage
about aiming for the cheapest boat came to mind, but
fortunately we managed to secure a line to a T-dock
before damaging anything other than our pride.

We quickly hired a service to clean the tanks and
polish the fuel. There was nothing magical about
the process. They pumped the fuel out of each tank,
processed it through a rather large industrial version
of a marine diesel filter, then discharged it into
another tank. They cleaned the insides of my tanks
with a wand, and pumped the fuel back in ... all for a
rather outrageous price.

Since that expensive lesson, we have been a lot
more careful about our fuel and do what we can
to prevent getting contamination into the tank.
Our first line of defense is our old reliable Baja filter.
We almost always use it when refueling at a marina
or fuel dock. This increases the time needed to refuel,

I n our early years of cruising, we learned the hard
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David's fuel-polishing system, shown at
left with the Kia fuel filter and below with
the Racor filter, is portable, making it more
versatile than a hard-plumbed system.

however, and there are times when

the attendant gets a bit cranky when

we insist on using it, especially at a
busy fuel dock. Usually we can reach

a compromise by using the filter for a
minute or two, then doing a quick check
of the filters to see whether we are
getting water or other contaminants.
Only once has an attendant flatly
refused to allow us to use it.

Even with the best of precautions,
however, we still get water in the fuel
tanks. I have replaced the O-ring on
the fuel cap, thinking this might be
the source, but that didn’t eliminate
the problem. I suspect it comes from
condensation forming inside the metal

tanks as the ambient temperature varies. If not
removed or treated, the water will allow algae to
grow, which in turn will clog the filters. To combat
this, I built a small fuel-polishing system and routinely
clean the fuel and tanks. While not my favorite chore,
it isn’t difficult. I do this annually or whenever I see
any signs of sediment buildup in the primary filter.

As we travel to more remote areas, fuel docks
become rare and “jerry canning” is the usual method
of obtaining fuel. A notable instance was in Ushuaia,
at the southern tip of Argentina, where fuel was rolled
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12-volt plug
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66 When | decant diesel from fuel cans, | usually use the
fuel-polishing system to transfer the fuel. 99

down to the dock in rusty 55-gallon drums. We were
rafted up with four boats between us and the dock.
The process was to carry the fuel cans across the
other four boats, siphon fuel out of the rusty drums,
lug the fuel cans back one at a time to our boat, and
decant them. After repeating the process for a total of
about 48 trips, I was definitely ready for a beer.

The fuel-polishing fix
When I decant diesel from fuel cans, especially when
it is as suspect as that fuel in Ushuaia, I usually use
the fuel-polishing system to transfer the fuel. It is
a bit slower than the Baja filter but eliminates any
chance of spilling fuel and is probably more effective
in removing contaminants and water. In addition,
the Baja filter must be cleaned after each use. This
takes about 15 minutes and is messy, while the fuel-
polishing system requires no cleaning after use.

The polishing system is quite straightforward.
The intake is via a wand long enough to reach to the
lowest point of the fuel tank. I used stainless-steel

fuel filter

fuel
pump

switch

intake wand/

cleaned fuel
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tubing for the wand but PVC or aluminum tubing
would work just as well.

The intake is connected to a diesel filter. I initially
used a spare Racor fuel filter. While in South America,
I went through my spare filter cartridges at an
alarming rate. They were quite expensive, about
$25 each, when I could find them at all. I went to an
auto parts store and asked for an automotive diesel
filter that had inexpensive filters. The clerk was happy
to spend some time researching options for me and
finally found a complete diesel-filter assembly for a
Kia at a cost of $80 and $6 per filter. The disadvantage
of an automotive filter is that you can’t see how much
sediment or water has built up in the filter. I found
that by periodically checking the flow rate I could
determine when the filter had become clogged. The
filter also came with an electrical connection to
monitor the water level inside the filter and a fitting at
the bottom to drain off any collected water. By occa-
sionally checking the resistance across the electrical
contacts with an ohmmeter, I can determine if too
much water has collected inside the filter. If I decide
to use it permanently, I think it would be possible to
add a resistor and an LED that would light up when
water reached an excessive level in the filter.

The outlet of the filter is connected to an electric
fuel pump. I found this at an auto parts store by
asking for a small universal diesel fuel pump.

The least expensive one I found was $38. This
included a mounting bracket and hose fittings.
The fuel pump is connected via a switch to 12 volts.
T use a standard 12-volt plug for the connection.
I mounted everything on a piece of plywood to
make it portable. That way, I can use it for either
of the fuel tanks below, take it up on
deck to decant fuel from the fuel
cans, or even loan it to cruising
friends with fuel problems.
To seal the system when it’s not
in use, I insert a bolt into the
discharge hose and clamp it, and
cap the intake wand with a short

hose plugged in a similar way.
uncleaned

fuel The polishing process

To polish the fuel, I wait until the
levels in the fuel tanks are below half
full. I remove the inspection hatches from

both tanks, insert the wand into one, the discharge
hose into the other, and start the pump. To begin with,
Iposition the wand so it’s an inch or two higher than
the lowest spot in the tank. I monitor the fuel rate and
the electrical resistance of the water sensor on the
filter and drain the water or change the filter as needed.
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The Baja filter, above and right, is the cruiser’s first line of
defense against dirty fuel. David's fuel polisher, on facing
page, gives him a second line and replaces the Baja when
decanting from fuel cans.

When only an inch or so of liquid remains in the
tank, I use a flashlight and take a look at what is left.
If it looks relatively clean, I continue pumping the
tank as dry as possible, then get a bucket and sponge
out whatever remains. If it's mucky or there’s a lot of
debris or water in that last inch or two, rather than
consuming two or three more filters, I sponge out the
remaining liquid and residue. Next, I wipe the entire
inside of the tank with rags or paper towels. One tank
should hold all the fuel. If not, I pump the excess into
fuel cans.

I then repeat the process on the second tank,
pumping the fuel back into the first tank. Again,

I sponge out whatever remains in the bottom of the

tank and wipe the inside of the tank. Lastly, I dispose
of the bucket of muck in a responsible manner.

The entire cost of the project was about $150, and
it rarely uses more than one $6 filter to polish both
tanks. This is far less than what it cost us to have
our fuel polished by a service. In addition, I use it
frequently for decanting diesel from my fuel cans.

David and Marcie Lynn have lived aboard Nine of
Cups, thetwr 1986 Liberty 458, since purchasing her
i Kemah, Texas, in 2000, and have sailed more
than 65,000 nautical miles in their ever-so-slow
circumnavigation. Visit their website at <www.
nineofcups.com>.

Fuel polishi

Save Your Aft!

Using one of our 1400+ patterns, or
your pattern, let our craftsmen create a
comfortable, durable, and stylish set of
all-weather cushions for your cockpit.
Find your custom, closed cell foam
cushions at www.hottomsiders.com
or call us toll free at 800-438-0633 for
more info.

Bottom Siders
2305 Bay Avenue B tt ms‘d
Hoquiam, WA 98550 o o e’s
Email:cushions@bottomsiders.com \ A )

Fax: 360-533-4474
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Do-1t-yourself

ust about everyone
J who has ever owned
an old boat for any

length of time has had to
face a frightening word: refit.
This is often the culmina-
tion of years of deferred
maintenance and poorly
thought out “upgrades” that
inevitably lead to a bunch of
major systems going south at
the same time.

When I was faced with the
cruel reality that the decks
on my 1962 Alberg 35 were
as wet and squishy as a peat
bog, I knew I had to get the |
boat home to give her some
well-deserved attention. I also Ll U ar
needed to get a good shelter
over the boat so I could work <N
on her without having to
worry about the weather.

My track record with
shelters had been pretty
spotty over the 20 years I've
owned boats. Most covers never made it through
the winter and the vast majority met an untimely
demise. I remember one particularly large ice cube
that formed when a cover collapsed and trapped
2 feet of water in the cockpit just before a big freeze.
Other highlights of my covering career include
tearing stanchions off their bases when the wind
broke the cover free and fishing a giant blue tarp out
of the marina where the boat was stored. (A 30-foot
tarp, half submerged and wrapped around a dock, is
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an unpleasant thing to deal with in February.) I just
wasn't good at the whole covering thing.

Things didn’t get any better when I had my Alberg
hauled to my house in November 2008. I didn’t have
much time to get some sort of shelter up before bad
weather would make a mess of the boat, so I built a
free-standing canopy. I figured the structure wouldn’t
interfere with deck work and would keep snow and
rain off the boat. I made it with a rough frame of
10-foot 2 x 4 studs with a shrink-wrap roof. Because
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boat barn

The curious-looking structure in the New
Hampshire woods, top of facing page,
contains Magic, Matt's Alberg 35. It replaced
a less robust canopy that succumbed to
snow, hottom left on facing page. The basic
component of the Stimson shed is a bow, at
right. Longer shed, more bows. Matt built
knee walls, bottom right on facing page, to
elevate the hows, and erected the frame with
assemblies of four bows, hottom right.

I didn’t want to pay the extra $2 each
for 12-foot studs for the roof, the unfor-
tunate result was that the canopy didn’t
have enough pitch and I had to rake
the snow off the roof whenever more
than 2 inches fell (which happens all
too often in central New Hampshire).

It wasn'’t long before the canopy started
sagging, and some of the roof strapping
snapped when I didn’t brush the snow
off in time.

Needless to say, the canopy did not
hold up well and barely made it through
the winter. I had hoped to get started
on the decks over the summer of 2009,
but life got in the way and my boat sat
waiting for me. By late summer, I finally
found time to get serious about the boat
but knew it would be imperative to get
areal shelter over it so I could work
on it over the winter months. This time
I had to get it right.

Discovering the Stimson shed
I spent alot of time researching
possible solutions and found that my
options were limited. I didn’t want to
spend more than $2,000 and wanted

to avoid a building permit if possible.

I considered purchasing a shelter from
Shelter King (now MDM Products
LLC), but the size I wanted would push
the budget to the limit. There had to

be something else I could build from
scratch. I found a few references to
bow-roof sheds built from 1 x 3 lumber-
yard strapping fashioned into curved
I-beams. I finally tracked down a name:
the Stimson shed. Once I found the
name, I was able to access websites
with detailed pictures.
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I researched every angle I could
think of regarding the Stimson and
couldn’t find anything wrong ...
other than the time and labor spent
building them. Each reference indi-
cated that they were easy to build,
cheap, and very strong. I ordered
the plans from Stimson Marine for
$18 plus $2 shipping and handling.

I was immediately impressed with
what I saw when the plans showed
up a few days later. The booklet that
came with it gave me all the details
I needed to easily construct the
bows for the shed.

Bending bows on a form
If you have a boat to cover, you might
find the Stimson shed suits you too.
Basically, you decide how wide you
want the shed (up to 20 feet) and
then, using a table of offsets in the
booklet, build a form on which to
make the bows. The length doesn’t
matter; if you want a longer shed, you
just make more bows. I planned for
a shed that would be 14 feet wide by
37.5 feet long.

The form is very simple and the
step-by-step instructions made the
setup easy. To build it, you need a flat
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area that will accommodate the length of your planned
bows. My bows were 14 feet long, and I built the form
on my basement floor using a single sheet of cheap
particle board and two 2 x 3s cut into blocks. Then

it was just a matter of going to the local lumberyard
and picking the best 1 x 3 pine strapping I could find
(their length depends on the size of the planned bow).
Ilearned to look for the straightest pieces with few
knots and give each a good flex before buying it.
Unfortunately, the cheap 1 x 3 strapping boards that
you find at the big-box lumberyards are not noted for
their quality, so expect some of them to snap when you
bend them onto the form. (You'll soon become expert
at selecting the good ones.)

One of the nice features of the form design is that
when you build the form, you are actually building
your first bow as well. To build subsequent bows,
cut the strapping to length and bend two pieces onto
the completed form and insert 2 x 3 blocks between
them. Screw them together with 24-inch decking
screws and pop the bow off the form. Repeat.

Building the bows gets pretty monotonous after
the first few, so I broke it up over a two-week period,
spending about 30 minutes a night building two or
three bows. All told, I made 26 bows (each bow is half
the roof span) to make 13 full bows on centers just
under 3 feet apart to make the 37.5-foot shed length.

One issue I had to contend with was that the boat’s
deck (where the boat is widest) was about 10 feet
off the ground. Because the bows arc inward to the
ridge, I had to build a 4-foot knee wall to raise the
assembled bows to gain sufficient width that high up.

I sank 12 pressure-treated 8-foot 2 x 4 posts roughly
3 feet into the ground and cut them off to a level 4-foot
height (I snapped a reference chalk line and measured
from there). I then added a sill along the perimeter of
the posts to give the bows a place to sit.
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Raising the roof

With the knee wall complete and all the bows

built, it was time to put it all together. This was

the part I worried about the most (as it turned out,
unnecessarily). I began by fastening four bows to a
10-foot 2 x 4 ridge pole with 3-inch decking screws
(just under 3 feet on center). Then, to give this
subassembly a little rigidity when moving it around,
I screwed a few pieces of temporary strapping along
the base and midsections of the bows.

At this point, I enlisted the help of my wife and
son to help steady things while we hoisted the
assembly up onto the sill. I then had my son hand
up a bow on the opposite side, where I screwed it to
the 2 x 4 ridge pole. I did the same thing to the other
end of the assembly so we had four bows on one side
of the ridge and one at each end of the assembly on
the opposite side. This is actually easier to do than
to describe. It’s a bit awkward and it does use up all
your available hands, so getting some additional help
at this stage is a good idea.

For the rest of the bows, I did the same thing and
completed it all with three four-bow assemblies and
one two-bow assembly. All told, it took about six hours
to get everything up, but it was very satisfying to see
the frames all up (and I think they look pretty slick).

als 4
Stimson shed
www.by-the-sea.com/stimsonmarine/bowroof.html

MDM Products LLC

Formerly ShelterKing, MDM Products LLC produces a wide
variety of portable garages and canopies for RVs, boats,
and other applications.

www.mdmshelters.com
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After erecting the bows, on facing
page, and before covering the
framework with shrink-wrap, at left,
Matt added stringers and diagonal
braces. Three years later, the shed
still sheds snow, at right.

Next came the tedious task
of drilling and bolting all the
frames to longitudinal stringers
and adding a few diagonals to
stiffen things up (I don't live
in a windy area or I would
have added more). For my
shed, I had to drill for and
fasten 208 4-inch galvanized
carriage bolts to the frame.
Once complete, though, the
structure was very strong.

I weigh 225 pounds and was
able to hang unsupported from
the ridge pole.

The last carpentry bit for
the construction phase was to add end walls. I pretty
much cobbled those together with wood I aready
had and framed in a doorway and openings for vents.
Some people leave one or both the ends open, but
I wanted to be able to run a torpedo heater in the
shed to take the chill off our New Hampshire winters.

The final step was putting the cover on. I ordered
a 32- x 100-foot roll of 7-mil white shrink-wrap
and started with the ends, making sure to overlap
onto the top of the shed. I held them in place with
temporary battens and then pulled the main cover
in place and battened it down on the gable ends and
along the bottom (I ripped a few 2 x 6s into %-inch
battens). I rolled up the battens in the ends of the
shrink-wrap and screwed everything down and
then covered the battens with 6-inch shrink-wrap
“preservation tape.” (Preservation tape seems to be
a fancy name for tape with UV protection.) After
some recommendations from others who had built
Stimsons, I added big 2-foot x 2-foot gable-end vents

to reduce condensation that forms on the inside from
the moisture that comes up from the ground.

I am very pleased with the finished product and,
after three years, it still doesn’t leak a drop and snow
just slides off because of the pitch. The final tally
for the whole project was about $750 and 50 hours
of my time. Of course, the refit of my Alberg 35 has
turned into a total rebuild, but I'm still plugging away
and hope to get her back in the water for her second
50 years of sailing. /

Matt Bowser has been sailing since he was a young
boy when his father caught the sailing bug and
dragged him along. He has owned a number of large
and small sailboats and still sails an O’Day Daysailer
that he found in a collapsed barn while at a party

in college. He bought his Alberg 35, Magic, in 2001.
Maitt lives with his patient wife, Stephanie, and

two children, Jacob and Oliwia, in Canterbury,

New Hampshire.
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Companionway-hatch

A little lumber and a Iittle labor is all it took

Good Old Boat

Balboa 20, was not in the best of shape. The

wooden pieces that enclosed the edges of
the sliding hatch were pretty bad. Made of teak and
probably original parts, they had not been maintained
and were completely dried out. The port-side piece
was split forward. The fiberglass sliding hatch itself
was broken on the centerline. One of the easy repairs
I planned for over the winter was to fix this mess.

I started by looking for some teak. For the
guides, [ knew I'd need two pieces 4-feet long, about
2-inches wide, and about 1-inch thick. These would
need a groove cut into them to overlap the hatch.

No problem.

One of the great resources for woodworkers in
my area is Owl Hardwood Lumber. Their selection of
furniture-quality wood includes the exotic, unusual,
and bizarre — pau rosa, purpleheart, bubinga, and
zebra wood, along with more mundane hickory, maple,
and teak. Prowling the teak aisle at Owl, I looked
over the variously sized pieces of rich, oily wood.

I found a piece that met my requirements, turned it to
read the price crayoned onto the back, and recoiled:
“You want how much for this?” I knew teak would be
expensive ... but that much?

Chastened, I went around the corner and picked out
alength of 6-inch-wide % white oak for $11. It might
not last quite as long, but I figured I could replace it
seven times over for the same cost as the teak.

Next, I needed to cut it to the correct size. I owned
a hand-held circular saw that would do the job

T he hatch on my new good old boat, a 1972
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Age and neglect had left their mark on the companionway
hatch and trim, above, but a little labor restored both looks
and function, at left.

after a fashion, but to do it neatly and accurately

I really needed a table saw. Luckily, a friend had
one. With four quick passes, he cut my oak to the
shape required. I applied three coats of spar varnish,
sanding between coats, and I had my hatch guides.

I wanted the hatch to slide smoothly, so I bought
a sheet of %s-inch-thick Delrin plastic. I cut this
(and it was miserable to cut — I ended up using tin
snips) into 2%-inch-wide strips. I placed these on the
cabintop, under the hatch and hatch guides, and used
silicone caulk/adhesive to stick them down.

I was loath to drill more holes in the cabintop than
were already there, so I transferred one of the screw-
hole locations from each of the old slides to the new
ones. (This was a mistake — I would have had a
better fit if I'd simply positioned the guides close to
the hatch, clamped them down, and drilled through
from inside the cabin.) With the slides positioned by
one screw each, I carefully aligned them parallel, then
drilled and installed one additional screw each. With
everything aligned, I removed the screws, coated the
bottoms of the slides with sealant, filled the screw
holes with sealant, and reinserted the screws to
clamp everything down. After the sealant had set,

I drilled and installed the remaining screws, with a
daub of sealant on the shank of each.

Hatchboard guides

For the vertical hatchboard holders, I went back

to Owl for more white oak, this time Y2-inch thick.

I cut this into two pieces with my hand-held circular
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makeover

by Chas Hague

saw, getting one piece 2 inches wide and another
1% inches wide. I placed one atop the other and
glued them together, ending up with a piece similar
in cross section to the hatch guides but created
without the table saw. After the glue had dried,

I cut this piece into two pieces 14 inches long and
varnished them.

Hatch-end mend

Repairing the broken aft end of the hatch had me
baffled for a while. My original ideas were to form a
wooden piece to fit inside the channel at the aft end
of the hatch or to fill the channel with epoxy. Neither
idea really appealed, and I eventually decided I could
replace the entire back edge of the hatch with wood.
So it was back to Owl for another length of % white
oak, this time 3 inches wide.

I forced a piece of sandpaper into the channel
and rubbed a piece of blue foam insulation against it
until I had the profile of the inside. With an abrasive
blade in my circular saw, I cut off the back edge of
the hatch. Using a little ingenuity and higher math-
ematics, I calculated what the original curve of the
hatch had been and sawed the new white oak piece
to match the curve.

To shape the oak to match the hatch, I first made
some shallow saw cuts in the part that was to be
removed. Using a wood chisel, I removed the excess
wood between the saw cuts in large pieces. (This is
a tricky procedure. I tend to make the notches too
deep so that marks remain in the finished work, but
it's so much faster than planing and sanding.) I made
a female template from the male piece of insulating
foam and used it to check my progress.

Finally, I had the piece finished. It was slightly
curved to match the original hatch curvature, flat
on the aftermost face, and rounded on the upper
forward face to fit into the remaining portion of the
hatch. After varnishing it, I applied a coat of glue and
screwed it into place with #6 panhead screws.

Shortly after I completed this part of the project,
the mast dropped onto the hatch. The new piece
easily withstood the blow.

The hatch guide on the cabintop is made from a single piece of
wood. The hatchboard guides are two pieces glued together.

The hatch-end repair required Chas to cut the oak to the
curve of the hatch and shape it to fit into the fiberglass rim.

A new lock

The hatch originally had a traditional hasp secured
by the obligatory rusty padlock. I wanted something
spiffier, so I got a barrel-style lock assembly (made
for locking a desk) from my local lock shop. I knew
the lock had to be located with as much solid wood
around it as possible, for strength, yet also had to

be near enough to the edge that the tongue would
engage the hatch coaming. After careful measure-
ment, I drilled an undersized %s-inch hole in the new
wooden hatch piece, then filed it into an oblong hole
that was as close a fit to the lock as I could make it.
After installing the lock, I marked where the latch

661 eventually decided | could replace
the entire back edge of the hatch with wood. 99
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As a finishing touch, Chas fitted a more elegant lock.

plate struck the hatch coaming, then drilled and
gouged a slot in it to clear the latch. When the lock
was turned, the latch engaged the slot and secured
the hatch from sliding. I added a %-inch x %-inch plate
to the coaming edge to strengthen it.

The new varnished woodwork certainly looks much
better than the old gray weathered teak did. At $15 or
so for the wood, $8 for the lock, and a few dollars for
stainless-steel screws and glue, the cost was quite low.
All in all, it was a worthwhile project.d

With new trim, the hatch is functional and presentable.

Charles “Chas” Hague is an engineey, bridge
imspectoy, proud member of the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, and serious user of tools. He sails his
12-foot O’Day on that little lake you see from the
plane when landing at O’Hare. Future plans tmvolve
taking the 20 footer to bigger waler.
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A sailor,
a boat
and a quest

r. I lﬂhe last three weeks were the
worst — cold air, boarding seas,
and stubborn winds on the nose.

He was in a beat-up boat, the engine dead

for the last 7,000 miles, and in a battle

against 35-knot winds before he could put
astern the notorious maritime graveyard
that is Cape Hatteras. Then, incredibly,

Chesapeake Bay wouldn't let him in,

pushing him with a foul current and a

strong northerly 16 miles back out to sea.
Finally, Matt Rutherford crossed his

outbound track and the voyage, as far as
he was concerned, was a success. A few
days later, as the band played “It's a Small

World After All,” in Annapolis, Maryland,

on a sunny afternoon in April, 31-year-old

Matt stepped off the boat for the first

time in 309 days after sailing nonstop for

27,000 miles. He was greeted by a media

horde, a crowd of dignitaries, well-

wishers, and family. Also present were
some of sailing’s brightest stars, including

Gary Jobson, president of US Sailing, who

emceed the welcoming ceremonies near

the National Sailing Hall of Fame.
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YT T profile

As the media boat drew alongside
Matt’s St. Brendan, several of us
commented, “The sails look terrific!”
No patches, tears, or even major stains
were apparent. The #3 jib looked whiter
than the main, suggesting that it had
perhaps spent a lot of time furled or
stowed. Matt would later say simply
that he sailed conservatively. He never
equaled his best day’s run of 164 miles,
helped along by South America’s
Guiana Current, but he wasn’t trying
to top that. “I'm not into going fast,” he
says. “I don’t want to break anything.”

This is good advice for all of us.

A veteran of boat deliveries, Matt is

the guy you want looking after old
Serendipity on her return trip from

the Caribbean in the spring. “I'm a
defensive sailor,” he says. Cruisers are,
or should be, defensive sailors. Out of
necessity and for self-preservation, Matt
Rutherford had to be.

An extraordinary feat

To report that Matt had successfully
transited the Northwest Passage on

the smallest singlehanded boat to date
would be story enough. But he did it in

a good old fiberglass production boat,

a donated 41-year-old Albin Vega 27.

But that’s not all. After he was done

with the passage and cleared Alaska,
Matt kept going back to Annapolis . . .
via Cape Horn. One more thing: he did it
nonstop. According to the way the rules
are written by the U.S. State Department,
St. Brendan circumnavigated the
Americas but never left the jurisdiction
of the United States because Matt didn’t
make port, didn’t drop anchor, and didn’t
clear into any country along the way.

Matt in the cockpit of St. Brendan at the
Annapolis Spring Sailboat Show.

He did, however, slow down for
three critical resupply efforts along the
way. The first was off Newfoundland
when his watermaker broke. The next
was in Alaska’s Aleutian Islands, where
he received a water purifier, stove fuel,
pizza, and beer. The final resupply
contact was off the coast of Brazil,
where he took on new solar panels, a
hand-held VHEF, a hand crank for the
engine, fuel, water, and grog. For the
integrity of the quest, Matt made each
contact without dropping anchor,
making fast, or letting anyone board
St. Brendan. Nor did he disembark at
any point of the voyage.

If you can forgive modern commu-
nications technology, advances in
food preservation, and a shore-based
support team, Matt Rutherford is a true
adventurer of the old-school spirit, who
might belong now with Joshua Slocum,
Howard Blackburn, and Sir Francis
Chichester among singlehanders, and
perhaps with Ernest Shackleton and
Captain William Bligh among fearless

and gifted sailor-adventurers. Even
before this solo around the Americas,
Matt had racked up a salty resume that
included singlehanded Atlantic crossings,
braving the Bay of Biscay, running down
the coast of Africa, and a Caribbean
shipwreck during a hurricane.

Most important is what motivated
him to undertake this voyage in the first
place. Through it all, Matt never forgot
that his quest wasn’t about him. It was
about raising money and awareness for
Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating
(CRAB), founded in 1991 by Don Backe
after he was paralyzed in a devastating
car accident. CRAB provides opportuni-
ties for the disabled to go sailing, but
the organization was experiencing a
decline in funding and Don has been
trying to keep it afloat. Matt, who had
been drawn to CRAB as a volunteer,
suggested transiting the Northwest
Passage as a way to raise money.

The rest, as the saying goes, is history.

A few close calls

To hear him tell it, none of what Matt

did seemed particularly extreme. On the

other hand, at no point was his voyage

apleasure cruise. Approaching the

U.S. coast meant being in the shipping

lanes and, with foul weather, too,

Matt says he didn’t sleep for a week.

Neither did he sleep while transiting the

Northwest Passage, knowing as he did

that ice and fiberglass are not compat-

ible. In spite of his vigilance, he says a

huge berg almost got him in Baffin Bay.
Once he was safely through the

Northwest Passage, and following

his on-the-water resupply contact in

Alaska, Cape Horn lay at the end of

Not pretty, but pretty impressive. St. Brendan’s deck and fittings show the effects of 10 months at sea, at left. Inch-long barnacles and a slimy
waterline, at right, are the natural accumulation on St. Brendan's hull during her long voyage.
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Large deadlights like those in the Vega’s cabin trunk, at left, are sometimes vulnerable in bad sea conditions, so Matt and the CRAB crew fitted
them with Lexan storm covers. The perpetually damp atmosphere belowdecks caused anything metal to corrode, at right.

the long Pacific leg. It was during this
longest of passages that St. Brendan’s
mast finally exacted revenge on the
boat’s weakest link. The bulkhead
shifted, the oak compression arch sank
from above, and a splintered warp
appeared on the deck just to starboard
of the mast step. For the rest of the
trip, Matt feared dismasting. Since it
wouldn’t take much more to bring the
rig down, conservative sailing became
a necessity for the survival of the boat
and the success of the voyage.
Approaching the Horn was nerve-
wracking, but the passage itself was
relatively calm and uneventful. Off
French Guyana, a freighter passed
so close he could only see its red and
green running lights on a collision
course. With only a moment to spare,
he untied the tiller and threw it hard-a-
starboard just in time for the bow wave
to smack St. Brendan clear before the
black hull disappeared unaware into the
night. And finally, there was the dirty
weather off the Carolinas while beating
to windward toward home.

The boat

At the risk of encouraging 16-year-olds
to scour the Internet for used Albin
Vegas and to then put to sea with
caution thrown to the wind, it must be
said that Matt had himself a particularly
solid little boat in St. Brendan. Vegas
are cherished by their owners, the
more fanatical among them saying they
wouldn’t trust any other boat at sea.
During his voyage, Matt was cheered
on by many stalwart fans ashore, but
none keener than members of the Vega
Association of Great Britain.
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Ray Steele, the organization’s
technical officer, had this to say:
“We Vega owners are all thrilled with
what Matt has achieved in the class of
boat that we love and sail. We are sure
he will gain the recognition he deserves
and, without detracting from the real
star of this event, give the Albin Vega its
deserved acceptance as a true classic
that will help to inspire confidence to
present and future owners.”

A seagoing Checker cab
On the face of it, St. Brendan isn’t
much bigger than my sheltered-water
Laguna 26 sloop. A foot and a half more
on the waterline, 9 more inches of draft,
4 inches less of beam ... but 1,000 more
pounds of displacement. My Laguna
is finished nicely with lots of teak trim
and standing headroom. But, as when
comparing a Chevy Corvair to a Checker
cab, that’s where the comparison ends.
Albin Vegas are bulletproof, tough
little boats built to withstand punishing
conditions, and Matt agrees. A Vega
wasn't his first choice for the voyage
but, once this one fell into the hands of
CRAB, it didn’t take much to convince
him that this boat would, given limited
resources and not much time to prepare
or raise money, deliver him safely back
to Annapolis.

Upgrades

Once Matt and Karl Guerra, CRAB's fleet
master, settled on the Vega, they set to
work readying the boat for whatever

the sea might throw at it. Extensive
research brought a couple of known
design shortcomings to their attention.
They covered the big ports, potentially
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dangerous at sea, with Lexan panels that
they through-bolted and then cemented
for an extra measure of safety. They
hoped to remedy the compression-point
deficiency by sistering a hefty oak

brace to the bulkhead athwartships
beneath the mast and through-bolting

it, in the hope of absorbing some of

the downward thrust of the rig at this
critical point where one would normally
find a compression post. Curiously, the
Vega, for all its salty pedigree, lacks this
important design feature.

They beefed up the standing rigging
and turnbuckles by one size larger than
stock and changed out all the running
rigging. They installed an LED bulb in

Albin Vega 27

Builder: Larsson (Sweden)

Designer: Per Brohall (1964)

LOA: 27 feet 1 inch

LWL: 23 feet 0 inches

Beam: 8 feet 0 inches

Draft: 3 feet 10 inches

Displacement: 5,070 pounds

Ballast: 2,017 pounds

Sail area: 341 square feet

Spars: Aluminum

Auxiliary: Conventional gasoline or
diesel with variable-pitch prop.
Designed as: Fast, light, ocean cruiser
with berths for 4 adults.

Source: Twenty Small Sailboats to Take
You Anywhere by John Vigor

John Vigor’s article about the Albin Vega

is posted at: www.bluemoment.com/
boatreviews/vegareview.html.
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In the same shirt he wore on his departure,
Matt takes questions from the media.

the tricolor masthead light. A new suit
of sails included a 150 percent genoa,
an asymmetrical spinnaker, a #3 jib, and
a full-battened main with two sets of
reef points.

In addition, they fastened solar
panels to the foredeck and installed a
Harken Mk III roller furler. A Monitor
windvane and a chartplotter were the
only other obvious upgrades. With all
this accomplished in about a month,
Matt was ready to go. He took on
700 pounds of freeze-dried food and
a 200-gallon bladder full of diesel
fuel. This combination lowered
St. Brendan’s waterline considerably.
The diesel fuel alone added more than
1,400 pounds, but the extra weight was
necessary to ensure enough fuel to
transit the Northwest Passage should
the winds be unfavorable. Casting
off with little fanfare in June 2011,

St. Brendan wallowed heavily out of
Annapolis, cleared the Virginia Capes,
and headed north to the Arctic.

Ten months later

Easily the gnarliest boat in Annapolis’
famed Ego Alley, St. Brendan was,

I thought, the star of the inaugural
Annapolis Spring Sailboat Show.
People gawked at her rust-stained
deck fittings, her beard of slime at
the bow, and a healthy colony of
probably the biggest barnacles ever
to disgrace a boat show at her stern.
Matt, standing in the cockpit that had
provided his only standing headroom
for 10 months, answered any and all
questions thrown his way.
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66 Aside from compression problems
under the mast and the failed starter...
leaks were a constant annoyance. 99

But on closer inspection, the adven-
ture became even more awe-inspiring.
Taking care not to intrude in what
had been Matt’s home for 10 months,

I was struck by how spare and spartan
St. Brendan was, even for a 1960s
production boat.

What went wrong

Just a week after landfall, the cabin
was still dank and smelled of the sea.
With no opening ports and a forward
hatch dogged shut, airflow had to have
been an issue. Matt pointed to the small
plates on the deck where ventilators had
once stood: “I covered them over,” he
said. “Ventilators always leak.” Perhaps,
but without ventilation, black mold
blanketed everything during his Arctic
leg. His books, his clothes ... nothing
escaped the mold. As a result, every-
thing metal rusted, including the stove
and his shotgun.

Aside from compression problems
under the mast and the failed starter
that disabled the engine for the final
7,000 miles, leaks were a constant
annoyance. The bolts in the hull-to-deck
joint leaked. After a transducer started
leaking somewhere along the way,
several gallons of seawater accumu-
lated in the bilge every 24 hours. Lesser
sailors would have hit alarm buttons
with these setbacks, but Matt took it all
in stride. He was, by his own admission
(and that of people who know him), a
determined man on a mission.

What went right
Matt says the hull was fine, the Hyde
sails “still crispy,” the Monitor windvane
still going strong, and Matt swears
by the Harken Mk III furler. Even the
Volvo 2002 engine, before the starter
packed up, “ran like a champ,” he says.
(It wasn’t the one with the troublesome
variable-pitch prop, so no worries
there.) When asked what he might say
to designer Per Brohill (who died in
1989), Matt said he’d buy him a beer.
Once the voyage was completed,
Matt didn’t confess to having developed
a special bond with St. Brendan.
The Albin Vega did the job and now its
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business is done, except as a tangible
and now-famous centerpiece for CRAB’s
ongoing efforts to raise the money to
meet Matt’s goal of $250,000. (At press
time, about $175,000 had been raised.)
Contact CRAB for further information
about donations or to add yours.

Don'’t try this at home

Few among the rest of us breathe the
same air as Matt Rutherford. Most of us
shouldn’t even think about undertaking
such a voyage. Speaking for myself

at least, sailing on home waters is
excitement enough. Coming across

the Chesapeake Bay in a thunderstorm
and telling about it is worthy of much
satisfaction and back-slapping on the
docks. But what do you ask of a sailing
legend who has conquered the Northwest
Passage and rounded Cape Horn?

“I sail boats. It's what I do,” Matt
responded, but upon reflection added
that he would possibly venture “back to
the Arctic, after I write a book.”

He won't be making his next voyage
aboard St. Brendan. That boat had one
purpose, one mission, one job. It will
likely be sold after it is displayed in the
Annapolis sailboat show in October.
Chances are good, however, that another
good old boat will fill the bill for Matt
Rutherford’s next great adventure. ./

Steve Allan sails Annie’s Rose, a good
old Laguna 26 sloop, out of Frog
Mortar Creek on the upper Chesapeake
Bay. He writes about sailing, culture,
and history on the bay and the Great
Lakes. A native of Toronto, he lives in
Baltimore.

Resources

Matt Rutherford’s voyage website
www.solotheamericas.org

Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating
(CRAB)
http://crabsailing.org

The Sailing Channel will release a docu-
mentary on Matt and his voyage in 2013.
www.thesailingchannel.tv

www.goodoldboat.com



SAILING INSTRUMENTS

For over 30 years Moor/EMS
has been making reliable marine
instruments at an affordable
price. We carry a full line of
analog and digital instruments.

SPEED ¢ LOG * DEPTH -
APPARENT WIND « WINDSPEED

11 models to choose from
Prices start at around $175.
Call for a complete line Catalog.

Electronics, Inc.
95 Dorothy St.
Buffalo, NY 14206
1-800-876-4971 or 716-821-5304
www.moorelectronics.com

PerfectPitch
Props

For Auxiliary Diesel & Gas to 40-hp

Atomic 4
Westerbeke
Universal
Yanmar
Most others

More thrust in forward
and reverse.

Extended props to improve
hull clearance.

Performance Propellers

44 James St., Homer, NY 13077

Phone 607-749-3165 ¢ Fax 607-749-4604

performance.props @ verizon.net

www.performancepropellers.com
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A suspense novel written for sailors
hy sailor/author, Tom Wells.

Paul Findlay is living his dream, sailing the
Great Lakes aboard his beloved sailboat
and writing about his voyages to pay the
bills. When Paul receives a cryptic call for
help from his old college roommate, Rich
Perry, the dream quickly turns into a night-
mare. A deadly game of cat-and mouse
across the greatest of the Great Lakes
begins . . .and the cat has all the modern
advantages.

About the Author -

Author Tom Wells is an engineer, a long-
time sailor, and a Contributing Editor and
boat reviewer for Good Old Boat magazine.

He has a sequel in the works, featuring
Paul Findlay and his sailboat in another
nautical setting.

What readers are saying -

This book is addicting. It practically reads
itself ... [Superior Run] could be the offspring
of Tom Clancy meeting Sandra Brown on a
Great Lakes cruise ... Tom Wells’ knowledge
and passion of sailing and the Great Lakes
makes this a richer read, enough to whet your
interest in one of the most beautiful spots on
Earth. | will be awaiting the sequel(s).

— Dave, NY

An imaginative plot and excellent narrative
pull the reader in. — John, RI

Superior Run is a true sailor's novel.
— Karen, OR

Available through:
Amazon, Kindle Reader,
Barnes & Noble, and Tower Books.
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boat tote in natural with
navy handles. $15.00 $32.50

To order call 701-952-9433 or
visit www.goodoldboat.com

Denim Shirt
Good Old Boat Tote Medium-weight,
Heavy cotton canvas long-sleeved.

Work Shirt

Boat Parts

T-shirt by Dave Chase
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL $20.00

Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

with Good Old Boat logo
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL $20.00

Good Old Boat ball cap
Sturdy and durable blue denim
ball cap. $16.75

ORDER FORM

for Clothing

The Good Old Boat Store
8810 27th Street Ct N

Lake Elmo, MN 55042-9473
Ph: 701-952-9433

Fax: 701-952-9434

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

SHIPTO (if different than above)

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

DAYTIME TELEPHONE

Card Verification Code Number (last three digits on the back of your card): __ __

QTY | PRODUCT DESCRIPTION SIZE COLOR PRICE TOTAL
SUBTOTAL
Prepayment is required. Payment must be in U.S. funds payable on a U.S. bank, VISA, MASTERCARD,
CHECKS or MONEY ORDERS.
Shipping * 6.00
o [ 0T 00000000 owms o
MONTH YEAR

* Our standard shipping is $6.00
whether you order 1 or 100 items!
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NEW!

BIG LOGO
T-SHIRTS

GOOD OLDBOAT
THE SAILING MAGAZINE FOR THE REST OF US!

Pocket Detail

NEW NEW
Long-Sleeved Pocket T-shirt in White Pocket T-shirt in Deep Navy Blue

Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL $25.00 Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL $20.00
All of our T-shirts are made
with 100% cotton, high-quality fabric

Shirts by
Tom Payne

Prairie Dust

Ruby Red

Iris Blue
Serene Green

Deep Jade
Sizes
S, M, L, XL, XXL
$20.00 each

Honey Gold
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T I memories

Working to share the dream

Partners approach it
from different directions

by Carl Hansen

hen we mess about in boats, most of us enjoy the

company of others. When I sail, my preference is
to meander about, exploring the islands, relaxing in the
cockpit as the sun goes down, and relishing the experience
of the day. On a sailboat, it doesn’t take much to make
me happy and I'm content to enjoy the experience alone.
Therein lies the proverbial rub: this adventure called life is
not just about me.

Quite often I am alone at the beginning and the end of

the day. A conflict of schedules, other responsibilities, or
the weather can render me solo. It’s second nature for me
to paddle my kayak out to the mooring in Maine’s Rockland
Harbor, haul it aboard my 1980 Cal 25-11, Holoholo, and be
sailing within minutes. Try that when you have another
person along. The tender gets bigger, there’s more stuff to
stow, cockpit seating must be assigned (with a tiller that’s successful cruising couple. Maybe I have chosen to read about
critical), and the question of lunch arises. Lunch? Who stops  the successes, ignored the rest, and now hope for the best.
for lunch when you’re locked on to a steady breeze with the

sails balanced and the tiller tied off with a bungee cord? Two different worlds

While I love to sail by myself, I have fond memories of I dream, but so does Nancy, my wife. Call me a romantic;
exploring the Chesapeake with friends back in the 1970s I can’t imagine a day without thoughts of cruising into the
on a Morgan Out Island 41. The space on deck and the sunset. Does she have the same thoughts? Not a chance.
roominess below (read: headroom) remain with me as a Nancy owns her own business and has her own distractions

reminder of the advantage of size. The spacious cockpit, a to occupy her mind. She’s not dreaming about how to attach
wheel instead of a tiller, a proper galley and a usable head the staysail on a boat crashing through building seas. She’s

— all of these become important when there is more than not imagining the thrill of anchoring in a shifting tide in a
one person on board. That’s especially so when cruising strong onshore wind. That’s my department.
and, ultimately, cruising is my goal. So I contemplate how to engage a somewhat reticent
partner in the process of getting ready to cruise. I'm lucky
Marriage makes two to have had the promise from her to at least “give it a try.”
The shelves in my office are full of books that support She has spent extended periods of time on the water and they
and refute my idea of the ideal cruising sailboat. What'’s have been mostly positive experiences, but does that mean
important in the end is that it fulfill my needs. she’s ready to spend months on a boat alone with me or to
But wait a minute! It’s not all about me. I have a partner cross the open ocean?
and hope to spend some quality time in the coming years I believe that most of us dreamers are in the same boat,
sharing my dream with her. So whose dream is it? excuse the pun. Until we actually have the opportunity to try
We have all read the books about courageous cruising and see if it works, we hope for the best while doing every-
couples who have challenged every aspect of the cruising thing we can to appropriately handle the details over which
life and remained happy. It’s in a book, so it must be true. we still have control.
Wannabes are warned of the risks, but then there’s the When I ask her which sailboat accommodation details she
picture of a boat anchored in a remote lagoon with the sun considers important, Nancy tells me she wants a workstation
dropping into the azure sea. Who can resist? Challenges can  for her sewing machine, a comfortable bed, a large-enough
bring people together, but there must have been a starting head with a shower, and a galley that allows for food prepara-
point that helped them get headed in the right direction. tion just like in the real world. I'll admit that the last two
How did they remain friends after being isolated as a were not high on my priority list, which leads us to the word
couple so much of the time? Where are all the stories of the “compromise.” I'll compromise on anything that makes her

failures? There must be 10 or more of those stories for every  happy as long as it doesn’t compromise our safety. Safety at
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sea should be the primary goal of every
cruiser. Compromise is the primary goal
of every partnership.

Another detail has to be considered:
what if she has to sail by herself after
I've clocked myself on the head? This
isn’t something she wants to discuss.

If the time ever comes, she’ll manage.
She has taken classes taught by women
in order to learn about those possibili-
ties. (It has something to do with my
stature as an instructor and wanting to
preserve our marriage.)

I find it’s hard work visualizing the
juncture where our dreams converge
onto the same path. It's romantic to
think we can choose “the path less
traveled,” but darn it if there aren’t a
lot of highways to travel first before we
even get there.

I have to face it: women and men are
just, for lack of a better word, different.
While I'm making plans for our first trip
across the Gulf Stream in, say, two years,
she’s looking at my project boat: a land-

locked bare hull 40 miles from the ocean. She asks, “And how

are we going to afford this adventure?” While men are looking

at the big picture, women concentrate on the little details.
While she is elbow-deep in dishwater, I try to engage

Nancy in a discussion about how big the sink on the boat

should be, and she looks at me across the top of her glasses

and says, “Oh, this big is good enough.” In reality, while the

most important thing to me at that moment is that sink, she is

thinking about dinner, shopping, tomor-

row'’s appointments, and wondering if

I'm ever going to get a haircut. Women

can multitask. Men would crumble

under the weight of multiple simulta-

neous thoughts.

Who has the map?

I have spent 30 years learning about our
differences the hard way. Remember
all those highways? I went down all

of them and refused to ask for direc-
tions. Nancy had the map. But now we
are getting close to our destination.
The focus is narrowing and soon

we will put our relationship to the
ultimate test. It started with a dream
and will end with an understanding.

Carl is putting together his cruising boat,
Destiny, in rural New Hampshire, at top.
Building a galley his wife, Nancy, will enjoy,
atright, is just one way of including her in
living out his dream.

66 No matter the outcome
of these dreams,
the relationship will endure. 99

An understanding born out of all of those compromises we
have made for each other along the way.

To my benefit, I get credit for including her in the
process as I designed our cruising boat’s interior and
dreamed of tropical anchorages. The process taught me
that our dream doesn’t depend on me alone. By including
her and getting her approval every step of the way, I have
tried to keep her intrinsically connected, and perhaps
(I continue to wish) she will find herself dreaming along
with me. It is one more step toward finding success at the
next stage of a lifelong partnership.

No matter the outcome of these dreams, the relationship
will endure. In the event Nancy doesn’t take to crossing
the open ocean and that part of cruising doesn’t work out
as planned, it won'’t be for lack of trying. I can still sail the
boat by myself. We'll still be together; she’ll just fly down to
meet me.

Carl Hansen spent youthful summers sailing a Penguin
dinghy his fathey built. He graduated to cruising sailboals
and now sails his beloved Cal 25-11 on Penobscot Bay, Maine.
For cruising to new horizons, he s vestoring a 1976 custom-
built 40-foot center-cockpit sloop, a design attributed to
Phalip Rhodes. He has worked as a musician, European-car
technician, home designer/builder;, and cabinetmaker.

He also dreamed of writing, and s completing his first
novel, Destiny. He lives in Sandwich, New Hampshire.
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umphrey Bogart’s sleek and

much-loved yacht, Santana —

a contraction of “Santa Ana” —
was named for the katabatic winds that
blow through the valleys of Southern
California. W.D. “Bill” Schock, one of
the leading lights of the fledgling West
Coast fiberglass boatbuilding industry in
the years immediately following World
War II, thought it a good name as well,
attaching it to no fewer than 16 models
his company built: the Santana 21,
22, 23D, 23K, 25, 26, 28, 525, 228, 30,
30/30 PC, 30/30 GP, 30/30 RC, 35, 37, 39,
and our review boat, the Santana 27.

Bill Schock grew up in Hollywood

and played an important role in
making sailing available to the growing
middle class. He built a cold-molded
International 14 for himself, but before
it was finished he sold it and thus
launched the W.D. Schock Boat Building
business. The year was 1946. He went
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on to produce the fiberglass Lehman 10,
which was followed by the one-designs
Snowbird, Sabot, and Schock 22. But it
was the Lido 14, introduced in 1958, that
secured the reputation of the company.
Bill met naval architect Gary Mull
in 1965 and together they developed
the popular Santana 22. Many of
the 747 22s built still sail the windy
waters of San Francisco Bay. Gary
went on to design the Schock 37 and
the Santana 27. The latter boat was in
production from 1967 to 1974.

Design

Our review boat, Bodacious, was

built in 1969 and has been owned by
Jimmie James of Kingston, Washington,
since 1985. Gary Mull’s design for

the Santana 27 brought together

many of the features that marked his
work during the later 1960s and early
"70s. The design shows none of the
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Jimmie and Mary James sail
Bodacious, their Santana 27, in
the Pacific Northwest, sometimes
making forays from Puget Sound
into the Pacific Ocean.

characteristics often associated with
the Cruising Club of America (CCA)
rule, which was on the wane at the time,
and predates the International Offshore
Rule (IOR). All in all, the 27 is a whole-
some design free of the sometimes
unfortunate quirks of boats designed to
take advantage of a rating rule.

The sheer has an easy spring in it
from the transom to the nicely drawn
spoon bow. The boat has a lively, almost
sleek, appearance when viewed from
the port side. From starboard, however,
the offset companionway hatch and sea
hood abaft the mast look ungainly.

A club racer/cruiser, it has a fin keel
and spade rudder. The displacement/
LWL ratio is a moderate 196. A generous
sail plan gives a sail area/displacement
ratio of 19, suggesting that the boat
performs well.

Inboard and outboard models rate
around 198 seconds per mile under

www.goodoldboat.com



PHRF. For comparison, the largest
fleets of Catalina 27s, inboard and
outboard models, rate 204. A Cal 27-2
inboard rates 198 and the C&C 27 rates
between 198 and 210.

Construction

The Santana 27’s construction is typical
for its class of boat and the time it was
built. The standard provisos apply.

The hull is laid up of solid fiberglass

and the deck consists of laminations of
fiberglass separated by a plywood core.
It's good, stiff, and solid construction but,
when water penetrates the fiberglass,
laminated decks are subject to rot, espe-
cially near fittings like cleats and chocks.
The prudent owner will keep a close
watch below the chainplates, a favorite
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hiding place for rot. Ditto for the bottoms
of bulkheads and low cabinetry.

Not long ago, Jimmie noticed softness
underfoot in the deck area above the
forward cabin. Following an established
procedure, he drilled closely spaced,
small-diameter holes into the top skin of
the deck and injected Git-Rot epoxy into
the affected area. It's not an easy fix but,
if the damage isn’t extensive, decks can
be economically restored to previous
stiffness in this manner.

The deck-to-hull joint is formed
by the deck edge resting upon the
outward-turning flange of the hull.

The two moldings are bonded chemi-
cally and fastened mechanically with
bolts and the inside of the joint is taped
with fiberglass. A vinyl rubrail conceals
and, to a certain extent, protects the
joint. There has been no separation or
water leakage at the joint on Bodacious.

Owners are advised to check that
through-bolted deck hardware is
backed up satisfactorily. In spite of the
use of fender washers in lieu of backing

On Bodacious, a step at the forward end of the
cockpit, above left, makes stepping onto the
cabintop easier, but even though it folds up, it
interferes with sitting against the bulkhead.
It's safer anyway to step out onto the deck and
climb onto the cabintop at the shrouds. With
the tiller pilot steering, owner Jimmie James
relaxes against the tall cockpit coamings,
above right. Note the companionway offset to
starboard. On some boats, this arrangement
can make the companionway more vulnerable
to flooding when heeled hard over on port
tack. Because of the offset companionway, the
safer side to stand when furling the mainsail is
the port side, at left. Halyards are led aft to the
narrow starboard side of the companionway,
atright. The steep camber in the sidedecks is
also evident.
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plates, there have been no failures
in many years of hard use, with one
exception: during a day of heavy sailing,
the traveler extrusion tore away from
the cockpit molding. Jimmie replaced
it with a heavier piece of hardware
bolted through the reinforced fiberglass
molding with heavy backing plates.
By 2001, Bodacious was showing
blistering on the bottom and a lot
of stress cracks. Jimmie decided to
grind the gelcoat off the hull, cockpit,
topsides, and bottom and recoat
everything. It looks fine and there has
been no further blistering. He replaced
the standing rigging at the same time.
The Santana 27 has three fixed
portlights on each side. Leaks are not
uncommon but the glass and frame can
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be readily removed. Jimmie replaced
the tempered glass of one of his ports
and re-bedded it with little fuss.

The keel is made of cast iron and
must be protected against corrosion
with quality coatings, preferably epoxy
and bottom paint.

On deck

The deck on Bodacious is clean and
unencumbered by superfluous gear,

as befits a small yacht given to leaving
the inland sea of Puget Sound to face
the strong winds and currents of the
Pacific Ocean while circumnavigating
Vancouver Island. Jimmie and his wife,
Mary, sail their boat hard and, for them,
simplicity in all things is a guiding force.

A 22-pound Bruce anchor is kept in
a husky bow roller with anchor tackle
(15 feet of Y4-inch chain and 200 feet of
¥%-inch nylon) led through the deck and
stored in an improvised box above the
foot of the V-berth below. A 14-pound
Danforth carried on the stern pulpit
serves as a stern anchor.

Main, headsail, and spinnaker
halyards, as well as first and second
reefing lines, are led aft to clutches
mounted on the starboard cabintop and
tended by a Barient #10 winch. Sheets
are handled by Harken #32 self-tailing
two-speed winches. Jimmie added
Schaefer headsail-furling gear in 1998.

The foredeck and sidedecks are
markedly cambered and — though
providing a little more headroom below
and good footing on deck to windward
when heeled — they can be hazardous
when working on deck at dockside.
Chainplates mounted on the cabin
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The table drops to make a double berth, at left. Removing the wooden
strips in the overhead provides access to the nuts and bolts that
secure deck hardware. The starboard-side galley, above, includes a
two-hurner stovetop, sink, drawers, lockers down low, and outhoard
stowage for sundry items. A common upgrade for do-it-yourselfers is a
swing-out arm for critical instruments like a depth sounder and GPS.

‘A

O (9

Designer: Gary Mull

LOA: 27 feet %2 inch

LWL: 22 feet 6 inches
Beam: 9 feet

Draft: 4 feet 3 inches
Ballast: 2,300 pounds
Displacement: 5,000 pounds
Sail area: 348 square feet
Disp./LWL ratio: 196
SA/Disp. ratio: 19
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trunk ease the situation somewhat and
provide for better sheeting angles for
windward work.

Gary Mull resolved the conflict
between the asymmetrical accommoda-
tion plan in the cabin and the topside area
by offsetting the companionway. This
makes for a rather crowded space to the
starboard side of the hatch and sea hood.

Cockpit

The cockpit is spacious and provides
ample lounging and sleeping space while
at anchor. The seats offer good back
support with a convenient leg-bracing
distance between them. Cockpit stowage
is minimal, restricted to the lazarette
that contains a couple of 6-gallon cans of
gasoline in addition to everything else.

Over the years, Santana 27s were
equipped with a variety of inboard
engines, including the venerable
Atomic 4 and Yanmar 1GM 10, but
Jimmie proclaims the Yamaha 9.9 four-
stroke outboard motor a perfect match
for the boat. It’s clean and quiet and
has proven sufficiently reliable for his
considerable cruising needs. Cruising
speed is about 5 knots and tops out at
about 6 in quiet water. A deep notch in
the transom gets the prop low enough to
get a good bite on the water. Cavitation
has not been a serious problem.

The 10-amp alternator provides enough
battery-charging power for lights and
judicious use of the Webasto heater over
two or three nights at anchor.

The Yamaha is larger and heavier
than the old Evinrude two-stroke it
replaced and this required strengthening
the transom below the cutout. While he
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66 The boat is finely balanced with just the

was at it, Jimmie

also added two

corner braces to

the transom at deck level.
On one occasion Jimmie took

green water into the cockpit — about

6 inches — and found the two drains to

be wholly inadequate, a common fault of

many boats. Santana 27s were built with

fiberglass tube “through-hulls” extending

between the scuppers and hull. A hose

for draining the sink was tied into one of

these tubes. Jimmie replaced the tubes

with bronze seacocks.

Rig

The Santana 27 is a masthead sloop
with a deck-stepped mast. The mainsail
is on the small side and carries a very
high boom. The idea was that a working
jib would provide for leisurely cruising
and a large foretriangle would accom-
modate big genoas and spinnakers for
racing. But that was in the days before
jib furlers. Today, Jimmie carries a

135 percent genoa. He tucks the first
reef in the mainsail in about 18 knots
of wind and adds the second when it
steadies above 20, still flying the full
genoa. On occasion, he reefs the genoa
to settle her down.

Standing rigging consists of a
forestay, single backstay, upper and
lower shrouds attached to chainplates
on the main bulkhead, and forward
lower shrouds on separate chainplates.

Belowdecks
Owing to the boat’s lower freeboard,
and the cabin designed in proportion,
headroom below is just 5 feet 9 inches,
with a bit more under the compan-
ionway slide. At 6 feet, however,
I found little difficulty moving about the
Santana,; just a slight nodding attitude
seemed to do the trick.
The forward cabin has a wide
— if a tad short for me — double
berth. Beneath it to port is a 10-gallon
holding tank for the marine toilet and
to starboard a 15-gallon freshwater
tank. A small hanging locker just aft
of the berth on the starboard side is
now outfitted with shelves for folded
clothes. A sliding door separates the
forward cabin from the main cabin.
The saloon layout is in the California
tradition with a galley to starboard
opposite an upholstered dinette with
a fold-down table that converts into a
double berth. Just abaft the galley is a
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slightest weather helm in the gusts. 99

seat with an electrical distribution panel
below. Good use is made of teak cabi-
netry and bulkheads and the atmosphere
is light and cheerful. Jimmie installed a
new overhead lining in 2001.

When they provision carefully,
Mary and Jimmie James can cruise
Bodacious independently for about a
week without needing to obtain further
supplies of food or water. In keeping
with their general goal of simplicity, they
cruise without ice, preferring to carry
extra food in the icebox rather than
blocks of ice. While we talked about
the boat, Jimmie and I enjoyed two
plenty-cold-enough beers cooled by the
near-freezing waters of Puget Sound.

There are two quarter berths — a
fairly normal one to starboard and a
secondary cubbyhole to port with a
tortured entry that only a curious child
could discover. This storage area might
be more useful if it were accessible
through a cockpit seat hatch.

Under way

The Yamaha started on the first pull.
Compared with an inboard of similar
horsepower, the engine was smooth and
quiet without a hint of vibration or scent

A very, very long storage drawer is fitted
under the companionway ladder and cockpit.
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of fuel. Backing
was certain
leaving the slip
and we made for deep water. Jimmie
set the Autohelm tiller pilot and hoisted
the main, complaining a little about the
friction, as the halyards are led aft to the
cockpit through turning blocks. I gath-
ered in the fenders and tidied up stray
halyards and sheet ends before taking
the helm. Jimmie cranked in the sheet
to unfurl the genoa and we leaned into
anice 10-knot breeze, quickly making
3.5 knots over the ground.

My first impression was how well
the Santana stood up to the occasional
gust, accelerating smoothly and
shrugging off the wakes of ferries and
passing powerboats with the assurance
of a larger and heavier boat. A second
impression was how close-winded the
boat is. The Santana consistently went
beyond the point that I thought would
cause her to luff up. The boat is finely
balanced with just the slightest weather
helm in the gusts.

Bodacious is well laid out for
singlehanded sailing, most of which can
be done from the cockpit. But when
coming into the dock, I found the
narrow, heavily cambered sidedecks to
be particularly hazardous.

Conclusion

The Santana handles as well as any
27-footer can be expected to under sail
and when using the outboard engine

in a variety of conditions. Well sailed
and with a good suit of sails, it's very
close-winded and generally well-
behaved. Jimmie has found that, when
handled conservatively, the Santana 27
can stand up to the rigors of occasional
offshore cruises.

Prospective owners would do well
to try moving forward and aft on the
sidedecks a few times. The cambered
decks, the contorted access to the
port quarter berth, and the shortage of
cockpit-accessible stowage are peculiar
to the Santana 27 and should be evalu-
ated carefully.,ﬁ

Richard Smith, a contributing editor
with Good Old Boat, is an architect.

He specializes in designing and,
building very small houses and has
built, restored, and maintained a wide
variety of boats. He and his wife, Beth,
satl therr Ericson Cruising 31, Kuma,
on the reaches of Puget Sound.
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T I memories

0 n a cold November | /
night in 2010, my

husband and I attended

a liveaboard brunch at

the seed of an old dream
germinated. Years ago,
we’d had the desire to live
on a sailboat and cruise,
but the momentum of land
life swept it aside. A house
and two children later, we
decided to go for it.

Life, we decided, was
too short to wait until we
were retired. Tig and I also
believed that living simply
and within arm’s reach of
our young children was the
greatest gift we could give
them in their early years.

As the tides of our
will reversed, we found
ourselves on a five-year
plan to move aboard a
boat, and the search began
for my husband’s new
mistress ... er, boat.

We pored through reviews in books and magazines
together. Tig searched for boats online during every spare
moment. He checked while our 3-month-old baby napped
in his arms. He checked late in the evening. He checked at
every pause in our conversations. I was busy researching
yacht brokers, marine surveyors, and how to perform boat
inspections. I posted questions on forums and tried to
digest all the information that was coming at us as if from
a fire hose.

After making a rather naive initial statement of require-
ments, we went on a whirlwind tour of nine boats in four
days during the holidays. With a toddler and baby in tow, it
was not fun nor easy, but we fumbled our way through it.

Narrowing the field
After several months spent doing more research and
making more boat visits, we found that we were attracted
to boats of the European persuasion and of 1980s vintage.
In particular, Tig liked the northern European builders, who
have good reputations for constructing the sturdy boats
needed to stand up to the sailing conditions in the North
Sea. Their boats also tended to have more suitable accom-
modations for our family when compared with other boats
of similar length and vintage. Unfortunately, the hard part
was finding these boats at prices within our budget.

One day, Tig casually said, “Well, there’s a 32-foot
Contest in Connecticut.”

“Absolutely not,” I replied.

a nearby marina. There A family Of fOllI'

dreams big, goes small

by Serena Li

In the beginning, we had arbitrarily picked 38 to 42 feet as
the ideal size of boat for our family of four. One book we read
advised cruising families to get the largest and most comfort-
able boat they could reasonably afford. In looking at many
liveaboard and cruising blogs, we noted that families do tend
to have boats starting in the 40-foot range. Other authors
pointed out that an extra 10 feet nearly doubles the annual
cost of a boat in higher docking fees and haulout costs,
insurance, parts, and more.

Both arguments have their points. As we had no experience
with either side, we found ourselves getting tangled up with
intellectual pros and cons. We pulled the plug on the noise and
decided to make the decisions by looking within ourselves.

Our lack of sailing experience and our budget pushed us
toward a smaller boat. It was important that we both felt
comfortable handling our chosen sailboat. As we stood on
the decks of candidates, we listened for a quiet inner voice
to say, “This boat is too big. This boat is too small. This boat
is just right.” With that in mind, we settled on 34 to 36 feet as
the size requirement. Squeezing our family into a 32-foot boat
seemed improbable.

Small is suitable

Tig ended up convincing me to at least look at the Contest 32,
a Dutch-built center-cockpit ketch. One cold February
morning, we drove to Stonington, Connecticut. The boat was
stashed all the way in the back of the boatyard near the train
tracks. She was uncovered and had several inches of snow
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on the deck. Ice floated in the bilge and condensation dripped
from the overhead. But the deck looked manageable, the
interior was well-crafted, her systems were simple, and her
electronics minimal. Even better was the aft-cabin arrange-
ment with its two separate berths that would be ideal for our
children. We did not experience the love at first sight many
boat owners describe. Instead, it was a slow recognition as
something clicked. We thought, “This could work.”
Since Contest 32s are not common on this side
of the pond, we had to look into Dutch and German
reviews with lots of help from Google Translate.
We put in an offer, negotiated back and forth a little,
and went into a purchase and sale agreement. We had
her surveyed, ran a sea trial, and went for a test sail.
Our surveyor concluded that she was “a simple little
boat” ... exactly what we were looking for. Aside
from a loose Cutless bearing, the engine ran well and
the rigging looked good. The test sail went smoothly.
One fine day, we drove to Connecticut and climbed
aboard as new owners. Only after we closed did we
pay attention to her name. Since it seemed fitting for
our journey, we kept her name: Wildest Dream.
Tig was antsy to get our good old boat up to Boston
as soon as possible, so we put out a call for experi-
enced sailors. Luck smiled on us as a sailor wrote to
say he had sailed the run from eastern Connecticut
many times and offered to be the acting skipper.
Momentum gathered and we soon had a full crew.

Although at 32 feet Wildest Dream, facing page, is smaller than they
imagined their dream hoat would be, Serena, at left, wearing the
baby backpack, and Tig, below, showing their 3-year-old the ropes,
have found her to be everything they need right now.

The crew expressed interest in delivering the boat as
quickly as possible. That meant that our kids — at the
time, 2 years old and 8 months — and I shouldn’t come on
this trip. We wanted their first sailing experience to be a
leisurely and positive one. This was not the right introduc-
tory voyage for them. The weeks leading up to the trip
were abuzz with preparations and last-minute repairs.

In late April, the crew set off. Two days later, Wildest
Dream was safely docked at our summer marina in
Charlestown, Massachusetts. One of the crew described
Tig as “a new owner who was the quickest study I've ever
sailed with.”

Making the transition
Summer sailing season was soon upon us, so the race was
on to move aboard. We started a project list with some
“must have” items before moving aboard: a propane line
that didn’t leak, a working stove, hot water, bilge alarms,
and mattresses that didn’t stink of mildew and diesel.
Tig ripped out the entire propane line and I set to work
cutting new foam cushions and sewing covers for them.
We worked around the clock on weekends and after the
kids went to sleep.
As we approached the deadline, our list got shorter.
We crossed off a few important items and discarded the rest
one by one. No hot water? No problem, we thought, we'll fix
it this winter. As we were moving aboard, Tig promised to
install the propane stove that night. Seven months after we
attended that fateful marina brunch, we became liveaboards.
Once we moved aboard, we had to tackle another
problem: my only sailing experience was through dinghy
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lessons 10 years before, where I learned the true meaning
of “swear like a sailor.” Tig liked to joke that a cloud of
obscenity still hangs over San Francisco Bay. He had only a
bit more experience than I did.

All through the summer, learning to sail was the top
priority. We prioritized boat projects based on whether they
were necessary to achieve our goal safely. The only major
work we did was to upgrade our 6-gallon holding tank so
we could handle overnights more comfortably.

Each trip out was a new lesson and brought with it
new frustrations. In the beginning, we brought along
experienced sailors to teach us. I learned to dock and back
into our slip with a baby strapped onto my back. Tig and
I tested different configurations of sails in gusty conditions.
We learned to anchor under sail and to sail off the anchor.
Starting with day sails, we built up to overnights and then

The adventures of Tig and Serena

Read more about howTig and Serena are living out
(and aboard) their Wildest Dream at <www.tigand
serena.com>.

Their reports about delivering Wildest Dream from
Connecticut to Boston are at <www.tigandserena.com/
2011/04/28/go-team-w> and <www.tigandserena.com/
2011/05/02/we-made-it-to-boston>.

weekends. We made sure not to limit our sailing experi-
ences to perfect conditions only.

We made many novice mistakes. We got caught in
two squalls and left the genoa on too long as dark skies
gathered. In Nahant, we didn’t tie things on deck tightly
enough at anchor, causing us hours of lost sleep as Wildest
Dream was tossed around like a beer can on a windy
night. We also experienced embarrassing docking fiascos.
The ramifications of having two small children aboard
amplified my fears and caution.

But there were wonderful moments too. The adrena-
line rush of the first time we went sailing by ourselves.
Watching the sun set behind Calf Island, my daughter’s arm
encircling my neck as I told her about the sun putting on
its red pajamas and snuggling underneath a Technicolor
blanket. Our family serenading a velvet night sky splashed
with glitter.

I tuck these tender snapshots into the corners of my
mind whenever things get hard, to remind me that we have
one wild and precious life in which to chase the stars.

Serena Li lives with her husband, Tig, and their two young
children on their Contest 32CS ketch, Wildest Dream. They
spent thetr first summer aboard sailing around the Boston
Harbor Islands. This past summer, they began cruising
south along the U.S. East Coast on their way toward the
Bahamas.

STAINLESS STEEL

Strength, Quality
and Dependability . . .
plus a Lifetime Warranty!

Stainless Steel
Marine Hardware, Rigging & Fittings at Reasonable Prices
See our complete catalog and order on the Web!

www.BosUNSUPPLIES.COM

Or call toll-free for catalog and to order

(888) 433-3484
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Head-turnin
horseshoe
buoy

A spiffy new look
for regulation flotation

by Karen Sullivan

hey’re bright yellow, anonymous, and everywhere.

New ones are expensive but they become faded eyesores
after a few years in the sun. No one wants scruffy old horse-
shoe buoys making their good old boats look shabby. But
if the flotation core is sound and the cover’s not rotted, you
can turn the old buoy into a real looker with leftover paint.

Sockdolager’s grotty old horseshoe was the perfect
candidate for an extreme makeover. As it was covered in
boatyard grime with its zipper corroded shut, there was
little risk of ruining its looks. Stretching artistic muscles
is easier when you can’t lose. What's more, we think the
results look great; our buoy became the envy of D dock.

After cleaning and drying the buoy, give it a couple of
coats of semi-gloss white latex house paint. This alone will
look good, but why not go further?

Put a name to it

The next step is to pencil the boat’s name on the buoy’s
uneven surface. Measure and make sure the letters are
somewhat evenly spaced, with the middle letter or space at
the top. I gave the spacing my best effort and say that the
letters were done freehand and “free-spiritedly.”

A stencil can help in the creation of the letters. You can
make your own stencil by cutting out paper letters with a
razor blade and placing them on the buoy to trace around.
It’s fun to be creative with the typeface; I made up my own
font. Once you've got the name penciled on the buoy, stand
back to examine it, making sure there are no obvious gaps
in the spacing. You can still erase and correct at this stage.

Now find three good-quality artist’s brushes, sized from
small (about %-inch) to extremely fine (about a millimeter).
Although painting with small brushes may take longer,
corners are easier and mistakes are simpler to correct.

Get a small can of water-based paint in your favorite color
from the hardware store and have a small rag handy for
dabbing out paint blobs from the wrong places.

Winter therapy
It’s fiddly work, but you have nothing to lose. Besides,
you have all winter. You can paint over mistakes. You'll

Safety regulations require boats to carry throwable flotation
devices but are silent on their color or decoration. Karen used the
loophole to artistic advantage.

also learn how steady your hand is. I chose a paint color

to match the boat, and later added a bit of outline in a
contrasting color. Extra spiffiness came from painting two
crossed signal flags (the first letters of our surnames) and
a hailing port. When spring arrived, I carried our “new”
buoy proudly down the dock and was promptly stopped

by admirers. They asked, “Where’d you get that?” When
they learned I'd done it, they asked to place an order. I said,
“Thanks, but I need to go sailing now.” Z

Karen Sullivan and her partner, Jim Heumann, are sailing
their Pacific Seacraft Dana 24, Sockdolager, across the
Pacific. They maintain a spirited recorvd of their travels

on their blog, <http.://karenandjimsexcellentadventure.
blogspot.com>.

/

LIFELINE CUSHIONS
)\

Made with inner PVC tubing
to keep lifeline wire from
cutting thru closed cell foam
pad. A pair will last many
years. Custom built in any
length you choose — in any
Sunbrella® color. And still

by the company that invented
them —

N

Order: (800) 622-1877 or
Jo@StandoutYachtFittings.com

6826 Cliff Ave.
Longbranch, WA 98351

N
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Two-way door latch

Close it with a cord and a cleat hitch

n situations where more-normal people ask, “How can

1 fix this?” we on board Eurisko tend to think, “How can
T use string to fix this?” This habit took form years ago after
we had struggled for ages to find an appropriate latch for
our head door.

The door swings athwartships to provide privacy for the
V-berth or it can be used fore and aft to close off the head.
In an attempt to economize on space and multipurpose as
much as possible, we attached the trash can to the inside
of the door and hinged it to be accessible from either side.
But as well-planned and beautifully constructed as it is,
the door did not have a latch when we bought our 34-foot
Creekmore.

The Velcro a previous owner had installed on the
bulkhead was sufficient until we sailed her hard, and then
the door swung to the beat of the heeling boat. We wanted
to latch the door from either inside or outside the head
but we couldn’t find a method for securing it without
using awkward contraptions that didn’t fit with our simple
lifestyle . .. until we thought to use string.

We drilled a small hole near the opening edge of the
door, big enough to thread through it a 2-foot length of small
line (we used starter cord). By tying a stopper knot near
each end, we now had a line we could pull most of the way
through the door into one side or the other. My husband,

by Connie McBride

Dave, installed a 2-inch brass horn cleat on either side of the
bulkhead that encloses the head. All we have to do is pull
the line through the hole and cleat it on either the inside or
the outside to secure the door. When we're offshore, we put
alocking turn on the cleat to prevent the line from loosening
and the door from banging in big seas.

When we first installed our new “latches,” a friend
pointed out that the line chafes on the edge of the door.
In spite of her assurance that “that won't last very long,” it
was nearly 10 years before we replaced the original line.
She was correct about the chafe, however, and the paint
has worn off the door where the line touches. What'’s more,
I occasionally smack my elbow on the corner of the cleat
and swear at the person who thought that was a good idea
... until I remember I have only myself to blame.

Despite the few disadvantages, we would not trade our
unusual door closure. Inexpensive, unobtrusive, and simple,
our “latch” is yet another problem solved by st:ring.,ﬁ

Connie McBride and her husband, Dave, faced an empty
nest when their third son, David, left home, their 34-foot
cutter, Eurisko. Part of their therapy was to buy a Bolger
sharpie in which to explore shallow waters where Eurisko
couldn’t take them. See Connie’s blog at <http.//simply
satlimgonline.com>.

A short cord that passes through a hole in the door has
stopper knots on both ends. Pull the cord into the head
and close yourself in. When you're done, pull it out to
close the door from the outside.
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Easy-store winter frame

A nifty boat-cover support
that packs to nothing

by Jim Hildinger

s I drove slowly by this boat, the thought flashed

through my mind that it sure would be easy to store
this winter-cover framework over the summer! That was
enough to inspire me to go home, get the camera, and
return to photograph it for future reference.

To my delight, closer inspection confirmed my first obser-
vation. This PVC-pipe framework can be easily disassembled
and packed in a bundle about 12 feet long and maybe
8 inches in diameter . . . the sort of bundle that could be hung
in any garage or attic or even shoved under the porch until it
was needed again the following fall.

The bend is controlled by tying the ends into a cleat, Jim decided this framework, above, was worth a second look.
rubrail, or anything handy, with plastic wire ties. The curved It's made of inexpensive PVC pipe — easy to erect and easy to store.
arch takes the weight off the mast. Tie a tarp over it, or The bows are connected at their ends by another pipe run through
shrinkwrap it if you wish, and the job is done. tees, below, and secured to deck fittings with cable ties, inset.

A good idea: reusable and cheap too! Z

Jim Hildinger has been sailing on Lake Tahoe for 51 years,
Sirst in an O’Day Tempest 23, then on his Catalina 27.

He was president of the International Catalina 27/270
Association for a_few years and remains active in the group.

New!
Deck Wash Handle

Easier to grip.
Easier to turn.

Ports
Available
in
Stainless Steel
and Bronze
Port pricing begins at $109.95

See us at the
Newport and Annapolis Boat Shows
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Anchor float on a rope

Big Bobber marks the spot

by Rob Hoffman

s your boat swings around in a tight or crowded

anchorage, it’s helpful if you can see where your anchor
is lying. An anchor buoy enables you to do that. It is also
invaluable for recovering a fouled anchor, as it enables you
to pull the flukes out backward from under an obstruction.

We call our anchor buoy our Big Bobber, because we
store its 50 feet of polypropylene line on the buoy itself
in the same way fishermen carry and store fishing line on
small old-fashioned fishing bobbers. If you routinely anchor
in deeper water, you might want to carry at least double
that length. The polypropylene line floats, so it doesn’t sink
the buoy it’s wrapped around.

The buoy itself is a common swimming-pool marker float
with a hole through it to allow a line to pass through. We passed
alength of Y4-inch PVC pipe through the float and drilled two
access holes in the pipe, one each side of the float. We threaded
the %-inch poly line though one hole and out the other and tied
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Polypropylene
line, a small float,
and a length of
PVC pipe make an
adjustable-depth
anchor marker.

it with a bowline to the rest of the line, locking the float
in the center portion of the PVC pipe. To store the line,
we wrap it back and forth around the “horns” of the
PVC pipe that extend from the float, ending with two
overhand loops to secure it.

To use our Big Bobber, we first determine the depth
of the water where we will set our anchor. We undo
the securing loops and unwrap just enough line to
allow the float to remain on the surface above the
anchor when it sets. We secure the remaining line on
the bobber with a couple of horn-cleat-style overhand
loops. We tie the bitter end to the anchor crown in
such a way that, when we pull on the line, it will pull
the anchor out backward. When we deploy and set the
anchor, we lower the bobber with it.

That yellow bobber serves as a visible marker
directly above our anchor and is there to help us free
it if needed. The bobber and poly line always stay
together. We can adjust for a change in water depth just
as one might adjust the depth of a baited hook when
using an old-fashioned cork fishing bobber.

The cost of the components is less than $10.
Fabrication time is about 15 minutes and requires
nothing more than a way to cut PVC pipe and a drill to
make the holes in the pipe.ﬁ

Rob Hoffman began life as a Tennessee river rat who
discovered sailing while in the U.S. Navy. A tinkerer,
Rob refits boats and “builds stuff.” His most recent
project was CanCan, a 28-foot aluminum Alubat.

His current project is Ladyship, a Westerly Pageant 23.
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Learn the Navigation Rules on your iPad
If you need an excuse to purchase an iPad and want to learn the Navigation
Rules, we have the solution for you: the NavRules app by Starpath that
runs on the iPad, iPhone, and iTouch. NavRules contains the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) plus the U.S. Inland
Rules and the Canadian Inland Rules.

Having all the rules on your iPad is only a small part of the utility of this
app. NavRules allows you to test your knowledge of the rules with a pool
of 1,200 questions and other resources. You can select to be tested on one
rule, a few rules, or a whole section. The program gives you instant feedback,
marking your answers right or wrong so you can go back to the rule and find
the correct answer. When you are ready for a test, the program keeps track
of your correct answers and also the rules for which you need more study.
NavRules costs $14.99 and is available at the App Store.

For more information contact David Burch at david @starpath.com.

H20ut — keeping the moisture out
If you are a sailor with even a slight tendency toward paranoia, you must
sometimes wonder about what’s going on in your fuel tank. You usually
can’t see into the tank, and we all know how moisture condenses from
the air and collects at the bottom of the tank. Once there, it provides an
environment where microbes go through their life cycle, feeding on the
fuel above and floating around to be sucked into the fuel line. So, if you
could take the moisture out of the air as it enters your tank through its
vent line, wouldn’t you want to do it?
H20ut Systems recently introduced a filter to remove the moisture
from the air that is drawn into your fuel tank. Installing this drying filter
in a tank’s vent line will effectively prevent moisture from getting into the
fuel via the air. As the filter removes moisture, the blue desiccant beads
turn pink, indicating they have absorbed as much moisture as they can.
The filter can then be removed and the beads baked on a stovetop or in an
oven to drive the moisture out, turning the beads blue again and ready to
reuse in the filter.
The MSRP for the fuel-tank

The fuel-vent air-vent dryer is $129.95 for
filter fits into the fuel tanks up to 60 gallons
tank’s vent line. and $189.95 for tanks up
A general-purpose to 200 gallons.
desiccator can H20ut makes

be usedina several versions of
toolbox or these reusable air
other enclosure. dryers for other areas

of your boat, RV, or
home.They range in size
and application from a
very small one, to absorb
moisture that gets into your
toolbox, to the largest one,
sized to keep a 1,000-cubic-foot
space dry. For more informa-
tion go to <www.H2out.com>
or contact Scott Stenehjem at
scott@h2out.com.

To be featured on this page, items must be new products. If you would like to have your product featured here, please
send an email to Michael Facius, michael@goodoldboat.com, or call him at 612-605-8319. By the way, readers, if you

contact a marine supplier mentioned here or elsewhere in our magazine, please remember to tell the folks there that
Good Old Boat sent you.
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continued from page 9

Bert Vermeer captured this photo of the
115-foot, 1939, British-built schooner,
Eros, sailing across San Francisco

Bay shortly after a major refit. Send
your sailboat photos to jstearns@
goodoldboat.com and we’'ll post them
on our website. If we publish yours
here, we'll send you a Good Old Boat
T-shirt or cap.

transducer to the hull. At the time,

I was told this would reduce its

maximum range (approximately

600 feet) by 50 percent, but since

I would only need it in shallower

waters, this was not a concern.

As it turns out, in practice the

range is often a lot better than

I expected. In fact, just last week

I was out for a sail in Desolation

Sound and had depth readings of well over 500 feet!
—Andy Vine, Cortes Island, British Columbia

Storing nylon line
Some of us who, in our old age, have graduated to smaller
boats, i.e., less than 30 feet, use nylon anchor rodes to
avoid the weight and hassle of chain and windlasses.
Unlike chain, nylon will not drop neatly into a chain locker
of its own accord. It must be handled gently and stored
properly to avoid kinks and hockles.

I am a believer in lightweight, efficient anchor gear.
My main anchor is an FX16 Fortress. My secondary anchor
for Bahamian mooring is a Danforth HT12 with sharpened
flukes. It works well in grassy bottoms that cause trouble
for more conventional gear. My wife can lift either one, a
major concern.

Attached to each anchor is a boat length of %s-inch
chain. The primary rode is “-inch Yale 8-strand braid
with an alleged breaking strength of 8,300 pounds. Yale
Cordage states that this type of line is particularly suitable
for anchor rode and has greater elastic stretch than either

twisted or double-braid nylon of the same diameter. They
assure me that the line can withstand a repeated strain of
20 percent of breaking load without damage. This works out
to about 1,600 pounds, enough to hold my boat in a 60-knot
wind. Any more wind and I set multiple anchors or scurry to
a sheltered mooring.

Here’s how I handle my rat’s nest of anchor rodes. For a
cruise along the Hudson River or the ICW, where I usually
anchor every night, I tie a milk crate to a forward cleat and
simply flake the rode into it. Braid flakes neatly without
hockles. The short length of chain piled on top keeps
everything in its place, and rain, spray, or a bucket of water
washes the mud off the line. The rode is 150 feet long, more
than adequate for most East Coast anchorages.

Additional rode and other spare lines are coiled up on
electrical extension-cord storage reels, available at any
well-stocked hardware store. This type of hand-held reel has
a grip that allows the reel to rotate and a small handle for
winding up the line. The ones I buy, made by Kord Manager,
cost about $5 at Walmart or Home Depot. They store about
100 feet of %-inch or 150 feet of %-inch nylon line. I splice a
shackle to each end of the lines to enable me to connect one
to another to get a really long line. These storage reels are
a good way to keep moderate lengths of rope or electrical
extension cord without messing up a storage locker.

Stop being a slave to chain. Once you hit 80 you have to
make life easier. I have a daysailer and a canoe ready for my
dotage.

—Larry Zeitlin, Cortlandt Manor, N.Y.

Motoring in sailing weather

As Daniel Shea does in his Reflections story (“A Sea Less
Sailed,” July 2012), I have wondered just the same thing here in
Atlantic Canada. I am not opposed to the use of a small engine
when schedules and wind direction make it unavoidable, but

I am amazed at the number of sailboats that go by under motor
despite favorable winds, good weather, and lots of available
daylight. Of course, I don’t know the specific circumstances
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and don’t mean to pass judgment without better information,
but the overall tendency seems to favor motoring even when
sailing is fully practical. If motoring is the intention, why not

buy a powerboat?

Having said that, I have scaled back on insisting real
sailors always rely only on the sails. Picking up a mooring or
coming up to a dock singlehanded under sail is either a sign
of great skill or great stupidity. At least with a mooring you
can come around and try again . .. a dock is less forgiving.

But the incident that clinched my change in perspective was
an effort to sail into Charlottetown Harbour with the wind
from ahead. The channel is perhaps 1,000 yards wide, giving
plenty of room to tack back and forth, but after about an hour
of tacking, it struck me that every tack brought us no farther
along the channel: the tide was against us. I admitted defeat
and started the motor. In 20 minutes we were anchoring with
other boats that had motored in an hour earlier.

—Tom Schultz, Belle River, Prince Edward Island

Bald Eagles in New Jersey
Each spring, our Com-Pac 27, Windfall, is re-commissioned
at Holz’s Boatyard in Marmora, New Jersey. The yard lies
approximately 10 miles from her home port of Ocean City,
New Jersey. The point-to-point route is only about 3 miles,
but the back channel of Great Egg Harbor Bay, which is
approximately 10 to 20 feet deep, provides a serpentine route
through some very beautiful marshlands. Along the route,
numerous nesting trays have been erected in the marsh,
about 15 feet above the water and big enough to accom-
modate families of large birds. Yup, that is a bald eagle! This
is the second year we have seen these nests occupied by our
National Bird.

-Bill and Jo-Anne Kirn and Gerry and Pat Haughey,

King of Prussia, Pa.

Send questions and comments to Good Old Boat,
7340 Niagara Lane North, Maple Grove, MN 55311-2655,
or by email to jerry@goodoldboat.com.
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Trusted
Equipment
in the Water
World

Spyderco

Salt Series
folders and
fixed blades
are made with
H-1, a nitrogen
based, non-
rusting blade
steel.

www.spyderco.com
800.525.7770/303.279.8383
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It's easy! With your
new sail order from
North Sails Direct
you measure,
you SAVE,
you get the best.
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Boats

Bristol 35.5¢
1982 sloop. One of 6 best produc-
tion sailboats according to
Practical Sailor. Schaefer boom
furler, RF genoa, windlass, ST
winches, dodger, Bimini. Standing
headroom, spacious w/30 drawers/
cabinets, FW head (odorless),
head w/shower, gimbaled LPG
range and oven, fridge (icemaker),
Bose speakers, all-new upholstery
and curtains. Electronics: GPS
w/radar, AP, D/S/W, shorepower. In
Babylon, NY. $50,000 negotiable.
Bruce Miller
631-661-5101
sequamlane@optonline.net
www.flickr.com/
photos/40846348@N02/
sets/72157629525186896

Pearson 30

1976. Beautiful, refurbished in
’10/11 w/many upgrades for safe
and convenient cruising. Atomic
4 rebuilt and improved, Quantum
135 genoa on Furlex Furler,
matching sailcover and dodger,
lines run aft, backstay tensioner,
lazy-jacks, solar panel, solar fan,
Victron battery monitor, AP, LED
lights, Force 10 heater, 2-burner
LPG stove, shower, pressure
water, GPS, 35-Ib CQR on bow
roller, 15-1b Danforth. Much loved

Ranger 28
1977. Gilded Lily. Fully restored.
GOB feature boat Sept. '06. Many
upgrades. Beautiful, fast, comfort-
able sailer. Enhanced Atomic 4.
New bottom paint. Dinghy, davits.
On the hard, Atlanta. $12,500.
Walt Hodge
770-498-1678
walt@wingnwing.com
www.wingnwing.com

S2 9.2C Deluxe 30
1986. Pristine example of the
“Deluxe” model, maintained
to the highest standards. More
interior teak, CNG stove and
oven, shower/bathtub, and other
amenities make this the most
comfortable of the 9.2s. Vinylester
resin in the hull, so no blisters.
All new windows and no leaks.
Large inventory, many updates and
upgrades. Boothbay, ME. $32,500.
Dwight Swisher
207-633-5475
dswish@roadrunner.com
www.yachtworld.com/
boats/1985/S2-9.2-
Center-Cockpit-2402334/
Mid-Coast-Are

Coot schooner 27

1984 Atkin skipjack schooner.
Hull strip cedar covered in glass/
epoxy in vge. Minor repair needed
to a portion of deck and coaming.
Temp repair made. Atomic 2,

12-hp runs well. Good sails and
spars, lots of extras. Sink, stove,
head. Sleeps 4. Very seaworthy
and kindly and a joy to sail. A
pretty boat that is a head turner
for sure. Buffalo, NY. $9,500.
Greg Grundtisch
716-681-1315
grundy@fantasiadesign.com

Blackwatch 23
1981. Shoal-draft, cutter-rigged,
trailerable pocket cruiser. Moor
Patience draws 24". 22'7T" LOA.
Exhaustive restoration in '08/09
from masthead to keel. Original
gelcoat is magnificent. New RF
jib and stays’l, extensive canvas.
Airy cabin sleeps 2. All-new teak
woodwork. Extensive restoration
list available. Colorado. $17,500.
Mark Nash-Ford
720-933-3222
Allaboutfun@comcast.net
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=a8VbahlCtjs

Vancouver 32
1986 cutterrigged pilothouse.
USCG documented, RF genoa,
stays’l, gennaker w/sock. 27-hp
Yanmar w/low hrs, B&G integrated
instruments, radar, AP, Garmin
182C chartplotter, 10' AquaDutch
air dinghy on davits. All-teak
interior, 2 staterooms, full head
and galley, freshwater boat, main
and aux battery banks, twin fuel
and water tanks, water heater, and
much more. On Lake Superior in
Bayfield, WL $63,000.
Rod Kleiss
715-220-5215
rodkleiss@kleissgears.com

Most of our classified ads appear on the

GOOD OLD BoAT

website:
www.goodoldboat.com/resources_for_sailors/sailing_classifieds/

Ranger 33
Refitted to cruise. Bristol sailaway
cond. Located in beautiful La Paz,
Baja California Sur, Mexico, on
the Sea of Cortez. Possible owner
finance w/good credit payback
record and good work history.
$28,500.
Michael Sandusky
303-408-4696
svbrighid@gmail.com
www.sailboatlistings.com/
view/23371

Cape Dory 30C
1981. Exceptional example of
this well-loved Alberg classic.
Continuously upgraded and refur-
bished over the last 12 years. Teak
interior near-new cond. Beautiful
exterior varnish. Thoughtfully
equipped for distance cruising.
True yacht quality at a reasonable
price. Menominee, MI. $37,500
OBO.

Kevin LeMans

608-443-6811

Full.Keel@gmail.com

Bounty II Rhodes 41
1957. Classic fiberglass. Fully
restored. New rigging, rebuilt
Westerbeke engine, handcrafted
mahogany interior. Over $100,000
spent over the last 2 yrs. Invoices
available. Deltaville, VA. $85,000.
Robert Ball
804-389-9487
butchball@gmail.com
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Products-General

Kettenburg 41
1969 fiberglass sloop. 40-hp
Yanmar 3JH diesel, low hrs. F/B
main, asymm spinnaker w/sock.
Raytheon radar, AP, etc., Garmin
GPS. Beautiful mahogany interior,
TV/DVD, Mermaid A/C. Seller
will donate time for introduction
to SoCa waters if desired. Will
consider real estate or classic cars
for trade. Ventura, CA. $49,500.
William Mors
805-320-3549, 805-646-6707
wmmors@dslextreme.com
www.Kettenburgboats.com

Pearson Ariel 26

1966. Carefully maintained by orig-

inal owner. Exc cond. Ready to
cruise. Recently rebuilt Atomic 4
IB w/FW cooling and electronic
ignition. RF jib. ST winches.

Dodger. 5'11" headroom. Complete

cruising equipment. Long Island,
NY. $6,000.
Peter Rapelje
516-286-3103
prapelje@optonline.net

Portlight Screens

Bronze Insect Screens for Cape Dory,
Westsail & Pacific SeaCraft portlights.

Screens of Schooner Bay
screensofschoonerbay.com
(612) 308-2994

KNOTSTICK

Measure boatspeed
mechanically
for any size boat.

www.knotstick.com
Box 6340, Vero Beach, FL 32961

The most convenient, no mess,
self-priming, electric pumps.

THE BARON
changes your
engine oil or
transmission fluid.
THE NIAGARA
keeps your bilge

dry and odor free.

Grey Beard
Pumps work great
on all types of
fluids, from gear
oil to bilge water.

Visit
www.AudioSeaStories.com
Good Old Boat's

Download
Site

Learn more and ORDER ONLINE at
www.greybeardpumps.com

Custom
Wooden Products
Tables « Drop Boards - Handrails

Finger Lakes Sailing Services
730 Willow Ave,, Ithaca, NY 14850

607-272-9227
Sailithaca.com

smoot/t 6’4/’//;?

OVER

Foss poat

Rudder Replacements
FOSS FOAM PRODUCTS

OF FLORIDA, INC.
7060 Hwy 41 North
Williston, FL. 32696

Tel: 352-529-1104
Fax: 352-529-1106

www.newrudders.com

30 YEARS

Cal ¢ Hooks Marine ® Sovereign
Catalina ® Irwin Spindrift ® Com-Pac
Marine Innovators ® Starwind Caliber
Endeavour e Starrett ® Captiva
Mirage Tanzer ® CSY © Morgan ¢ TMI
G Cat ® Nimble Watkins ® Gulfstar
O’Day e Traditional

Hunter Marine ¢ Pearson

Watercraft

Keep your sheet line under control
with a Bronze Swivel Cam Cleat
from Bristol Bronze.

For a complete catalog send $6 to:

BRISTOL BRONZE
Box 101, Tiverton, RI 02878
401-625-5224
www.bristolbronze.com

UNSCREW-UMS™
broken-screw
extractors

Remove damaged

fastenings. Minimal

damage to wood.

Hollow tool uses

stub as guide. Sizes

to remove screws from No. 2

to No. 24, lags, nails, and drifts.

T&L TOOLS

24 Vinegar Hill Rd., Gales Ferry, CT 06335

Phone: 860-464-9485 o Fax: 860-464-9709
unscrew-ums@tltools.com

CajunRope.com

Custom Yacht
Rigging

Call Toll Free:
1-888-ASK-CAJUN
(275-2258)

Email:

SONS

CREATIVE

e 2D Drawings, Graphics
and Rendering

e 3D Modeling and Rendering

e Vinyl Boat Lettering and
Graphics up to 48" high

e Large Format Printing

e Website Design
sons-creative.sail2live.com

Teak
Seat

(fittings included)

Install on

straight tube or

in a corner with

a diagonal stay. Tensioned/hinged
support leg with rubber foot can
be cut to suitable length.

www.tltools.com cajund4rope@gmail.com Made by NOA in S.weden
New www.svhotwire.com
Books and Collections! : 727-943-0424
_ Check out www.GoodOldBoat.com for a site to see! hotwiregam@aol.com
www.audioseastories.com September/October 2012 Good Old Boat 67
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A NATURAL OIL VARNISH
BASED ON A CENTURIES OLD FORMULA.
Very easy to apply and maintain, produces
a beautiful deep finish that is durable and
forgiving. Does not crack or chip, forget
water-caused black spots. Perfect for
those who would rather sail than varnish.
AVAILABLE AT THESE FINE LOCATIONS:
Admiral Ship Supply ¢ Port Townsend, WA
Berkeley Marine Center ¢ Berkeley, CA
Deer Harbor Boat Works ¢ Orcas Island, WA
Hamilton Marine * Portland, ME * Searsport, ME

AMERICAN ROPE & TAR

www.tarsmell.com

1-877-965-1800

Don’t damage your boat with the
bleeding rust of stainless steel!

Bristol Bronze
Makes wide variety
of stanchion bases
and stanchions in
Bronze.

For a complete catalog send $6 to:

BRISTOL BRONZE
Box 101, Tiverton, RI 02878
401-625-5224
www.bristolbronze.com

/PC] r‘tViSCJr‘m

Rain shields

or
opening portholes
...ahh...ventilation...

...dry bunks, head & galley...

*feaworlhy Goods.m

Somart St Siirt Bosts.

NATURE'’S HEAD
Self-Contained
Composting Marine Toilets

e &

adein &
P‘OU%\\L %SA Y

® Compact ® USCG Approved
® No Odor ® Exceptional

o All Stainless Holding Capacity
Steel Hardware |e Waterless

Order Today -~ Ships Tomorrow!

251-295-3043

www.NaturesHead.net

New@Glass2

Fiberglass Restoration

Make Your Boat
Shine Like New

No Compounding
No Waxing
No Buffing

www.NewGlass2.com
800-785-7675

Anchor Buoy
Self adjusting

Do you know where your
anchor is? You would with

the self-adjusting Anchor

Buoy from SWI-TEC! Precisely
marks the anchor’s set position
and keeps other boaters at a
distance. Can be used to a
maximum depth of 65 ft.

SWITI E @ America

INNOVATIVE MARINE PRODUCTS
www.swi-tec.us

K 941.448.9173 J

Visit our website for a site to see!

www.GoodOldBoat.com

For the Captain

who has everything..

Handcrafted Replica
Signaling Cannons

www.rbgcannons.com

™

Climb your
mast alone
with

MAST MATE

Made in the
USA

for 20 yrs.
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

207-596-0495

www.MastMate.com

Change your ad to color!
See our media kit online
for submission guidelines
www.GoodOldBoat.com
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Bristol Bronze
makes a wide
variety of light
weight Bronze
Blocks such as this
beautiful Herreshoff
double block.

For a complete catalog send $6 to:

BRISTOL BRONZE
Box 101, Tiverton, RI 02878
401-625-5224
www.bristolbronze.com

TAILING SYSTEMS

CUSTOM TAIL HOOKS

Made in America by
Capt. Clark H Jennings
Designed to ease the tailing
of standard winches.
Sailing
done right,
the easy
way!

Full Kit: $39.95/S8&H, 2 Hooks: $19.95/S&H

Visit our website for a site to see!

www.GoodOldBoat.com

Products-Electrical

Handcrafted, Overhead interior
lights with night-vision option.

Choose
LED or CFL
(compact
fluorescent)

Wood finish choices. .
Splashproof model PAS
available. BEST CHOICE 2010
LED Reading Lights.
NEW: Dimmable Version!
Smaller LED Berth Lights for limited spaces.

www.alpenglowlights.com

406.889.3586

Custom Wooden Products
Companionway Door Systems

Finger Lakes Sailing Services
730 Willow Ave,, Ithaca, NY 14850

607-272-9227

Sailithaca.com

we speak
- -
sailing!
e Standing Rigging, Running Rigging,
& Lifelines
o Self-Fit Wire Terminal Experts
e Hardware, Furling Systems & Spars
* Prompt Service & World-Wide Shipping
e 35+ years of success
* Call for free Catalog

Sailing Services, Inc.
'The Rigging & Sai

800-458-1074
www.sailingservices.com

Fax: 305-754-0257 e Email: sales@sailingservices.com
80 NW 73rd Street ® Miami, FL 33150

12/24V CABIN FANS

Available in
teak, cherry,
or mahogany
with brass
or stainless
steel bracket.
Superb crafts-
manship &
design. Very
low draw and
long life with speed control.
250-888-9077
www.marinecabinfans.com

FATTY KNEES

For those who yearn for a
classic, solidly built
dinghy that

performs well.

The Fatty Knees

is truly a distinctive

little yacht.

781-307-2466
www.fattyknees.com
dfoynes@fattyknees.com

Paint Stripper That Works!
BEFORE

Restoration made easy

AFTER

Star 10 Inc
www.starten.com
800-726-4319

Remove 30 coats of varnish
and paint in 20 seconds.

No Chemicals
No Sanders
Lead Safe

www.silentpaintremover.com

Ph# 585-924-8070

Next Good Old Boat
Advertising Deadline

Issue Deadline
Jan/Feb 2013 Oct 31, 2012

www.audioseastories.com

September/October 2012 Good Old Boat
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Sails/Canvas

New sails, used sails,

furling gear, off the

shelf or custom -

But always at

the lowest

price - Try us!

Sailing doesn’t have to be expensive
Phone 800 611-3823

Fax 813 200-1385

E-mail:NewSails@nationalsail.com
www.nationalsail.com

FIBERGLASS
SUPPLIES

Epoxy, Gelcoat, Polyester,
Vinylester,
Cloth, Mat, Biaxial, Roving
LBI Fairing and Bonding
Compounds

INIDA[1:TD)]

Technical Assistance
UPS Shipping Daily
Call for Free Catalog
800-231-6537
www.lbifiberglass.com

973 North Road Rt 117
Groton, Connecticut 06340

New
s (a‘SNUNC@y
Made in é 3
America © m
800-507-0119

Sarasota, FL 34243

S
m

Yacht Surplu

NOAA authorized chart agent
“We keep boating affordable"®

949-548-4192

1000's of good used sails, 100's propellers & sheet winches

www.minneysyachtsurplus.co

Minney’s

Watching Your Budget?

Buy Sell Trade

New and used salils
secondwindsails.com

800-273-8398

Turn unwanted sails into cash

Boathuilding

Diamond
Teak

www.diamondteak.com

TRUE TEAK WOOD
PLANING, SANDING AVAILABLE.
QUARTERSAWN TEAK FOR DECKING.
T &G * VENEER * CUSTOM WORK
ALSO MAHOGANY & SPANISH CEDAR.
HIGHEST QUALITY « WORLDWIDE SHIPPING

INFO@DIAMONDTEAK.COM * 215-453-2196

Your boat sfands out, it draws a crowd,
people ask where you got it. She sails like
a dream; each trip in her - the experience
of a lifefime. The credit doesn’t go to a
manufacturer. It goes fo you. Her creator.
Call and leave a voicemail 877-913-2105,
24/7 for your FREE “Consumer Guide fo
Building Your Dream Boat” and experience
the pride for yourself. www.Glen-L.com
“The finished boat and response | get are more
rewarding than | ever imagined. She sails
beautifully and was such a pleasure fo build.”
— Rick Dufresne, Portland, OR

Glen-L Marine

www.epoxyproducts.com/
marine.html

603-435-7199

The Build it/Fix it Warehouse
Marine Plywood, Epoxy,
Fiberglass, Varnish, Core, Caulking
Canoe, Kayak & Dinghy Kits
Order online @
WwWw.noahsmarine.com

Free Catalog!

(800) 524-7517
noahs@noahsmarine.com

Clear Vinyl Restoration

Amazing and affordable
restoration of cloudy and
oxidized vinyl windows.

eisenshine.com
info@eisenshine.com

boat brochures
owner’s manuals
blue prints

YOUR SOURCE
FOR OLD BOAT
LITERATURE

dilinfa

BOATBROCHURE.COM
power.sail.info

Can’t find what you need?
askus@boatbrochure.com

Cternity in ‘Paradise
Ash Scattering
Memorial Services in Hawaii
ashesatseaoahu.com
808-235-2284

Where skilled craftsmen
produce top quality results at
competitive shop rates

Bingham Boat
Works LTD.

We can build and repair your
fiberglass and wood projects
906-225-1427
906-225-0050

Fax 906-225-0604
BoatsWeDo@aol.com

By-The-Sea
AN ONLINE BOATING MAGAZINE
BOATBUILDERS « RESTORERS
PLANS o KITS ¢ SUPPLIES
OLD BOAT BROKERS ¢ CLASSIFIEDS

www.by-the-sea.com

Small boats, Long distances...
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Cushions/Bedding

Boaters’

Resale Shop

of Texas

‘We Buy, Sell,
Consign and eBay
Used Boat Equipment
and Small Boats
Vintage Electronics
Bench Testing & Repairs
Worldwide Shipping

713-614-8884

www.boatersresaleshopoftexas.com

Visit our website for a site to see!

www.GoodOldBoat.com

Sailors Moving Sailors

Leslie Transport
and Services

best service « best price
de-masting
over-land transport
Sully licensed
Sully insured

contact us for a quote

www.SailorsMovingSailors.com

SailorsMovingSailors@yahoo.com
615-456-9069

CROSS COUNTRY
BOAT TRANSPORT

Specialized
boat
handling
to 55 feet

Licensed e Insured e Storage
651-437-2454

Books & Videos
e

By
Guy G.
Lemieux

WHICH WAY TO
STARBOARD?
Enjoy this firsthand account
of the sport of family sailing.
Lemieux buys a wooden
boat with a history, restores
it, and after seven years,
enjoys the results of his
labours.

Order from IUNIVERSE or Amazon

Just Released

Good 0Old Boat
Back Issues 2010

Download the Full Year
or Single Issues

www.AudioSeaStories.com

Everything you wanted to know about . ..

Classified ads Subscriber Non-subscriber
Text (web only) Sfree $40

Photo and text (web only) $20 $60

Text only (magazine and web) $35 $75

Photo and text (magazine and web) $55 $95

e Total word limit: 75 words.

e Web ads remain posted for approximately 90 days.

e Send email text to: classifieds@goodoldboat.com

L]

Or by post to: Good Old Boat, 1501 8th Ave. N.W.,

Jamestown, ND 58401.

Photos may be emailed as jpgs or sent by post for scanning at
Good Old Boat.

Payment is made in advance by check or credit card.

For full details, go to: www.goodoldboat.com/
resources_for_sailors/sailing_classifieds or call 701-952-9433.

Display classified ads (boxed product and service ads)

$40 for black/white and $50 for color per column inch,

Sold in half-inch increments.

May not exceed 3 inches.

Column width is 1% inches.

Subscribers may have a $40 discount once each year.

Classified display advertisers are invoiced following publication
of the issue containing their ads.

Jan/Feb 2013

Don't Miss Good Old Boat Advertising Deadlines
Issue Deadline Issue Deadline
Oct 31, 2012 March/April 2013 Dec 31, 2012

www.audioseastories.com

September/October 2012

Good Old Boat
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o & oifcruisersyeastial
daysailors

eJExcellenifieefing

O bylboadbuilders;

O Reliable

eYAtfordable

choose the Flexible Furler

Cruising Design is now offering an
affordably priced mainsail reefing
system and a patented spinnaker
furling system

The Flexible Furler is the original, tried and true, flexible
reefing system. We designed the first Flexible Furler 12
years ago, and we've since learned even more about
our product and the sailors who use it. It was a
bulletproof design back then, and we have taken every
opportunity to make the Flexible Furler even hetter over
the years. The result is a proven yet updated reefing
system designed for a lifetime of flawless service.

CRUISING DESIGN INC.

44 James St., Homer, NY 13077
Tel: 607-749-4599 Fax: 607-749-4604
e-mail: sailcdi@verizon.net « website: www.sailcdi.com

The Australian Boating Newspaper

FIREE editions online
Australia and the South Paciiic

Come Sail With US!

www.thecoastalpassage.com
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Back where
we belong

Cruisers rediscover sailing on
home waters in a small boat

by Bill Gardam

t is a lovely summer day in the Gulf Islands off

Canada’s west coast as our 25-footer pokes her bow
out of the marina. We’ve owned this boat for several
years, yet this is almost her first venture away from the
dock. We're not uncertain about what we are about.
We have owned lots of little boats and canoes and the
last one — a classic 50-foot gaff-rigged schooner —
carried us around the Pacific.

Safari kati, as we renamed this fiberglass 1970s
Folkboat, has been my long-term building project. I have
been rescuing her from neglect and refashioning her into
my idea of a proper yacht.

The outboard pushes us into Ganges Harbour, where
I hoist the jib and main while my wife, Heather, adjusts
to steering with a tiller. She struggles a little after wheel
steering for so long, but there’s something else as well.

After enduring a long rough ride back across the Pacific
from Australia in Shiriri, she has shown no interest at all,
until now, in sailboats and salt water. The wind is light, the
sails fill gently, and we waft slowly past the islands in the
bay. I so much want this tentative return to sailing to be a
good experience for her. The wind dies behind a headland
and the outboard pushes us against the tidal current in a
channel and then into a deep bay on Portland Island. There’s
amarine park here where we can go ashore in the inflatable
that we've been towing astern. I check the chart for depth
and ease the toy-like anchor into the green water. Our slim
boat snubs, stretches out her chain, and slips gently forward
again. We grin at each other in the silence. We both recog-
nize the familiarity of this anchoring procedure while noting
how ridiculously easy it is in so small a ship. It has been
several years since we have anchored in this bay and a much
longer time since we have sailed in such simplicity.

Once ashore, we pick apples from an abandoned
orchard and walk the trail out to a rocky point. The dry
smell of summer grasses and the crunch of slippery
arbutus leaves underfoot evoke memories of an earlier life:
summer camping with our children in these islands, canoe
trips, and sailing our open dory in the brisk sea breeze.

From the beacon on the point, we note the calm
ocean surface is rippled in patches and these patches are
growing. This afternoon’s sea breeze is developing and
promises a good sail home. We take our time, though, eat

our picnic lunch, and eventually row back to our waiting
boat. There we retrieve our anchor and raise the sails.

In the shelter of the forested side of the bay, we barely pick
up a draft, but as we coast out we gather speed.

Around the point we sail, back through Navy Channel
once more and into the white-capped bay. Our boat
heels, the sails fill roundly, and we plunge into the waves.
A deep-keeled boat, Safari kati heels easily, then stiffens
and starts to move in a steady rush. We smile once more
because our schooner — with her big mains’l, fores’l,
forstays’l, and jib all working smoothly together — would
find this a pleasant sailing breeze. This, in comparison, is
both simple and exciting. We feel every wave we splash
through. We feel the tiller alive in our hands.

Down the companionway, I can see the main cabin,
unrecognizable now from the decayed ruin it once was,
with its smart upholstery, bright white surfaces, and the
two curved mahogany mirrors we saved from the schooner.
Up here in the breezy cockpit, I feel proud of all my work,
a good companion to this unpretentious Folkboat I have
spent so many hours working on. I glance at Heather
beside me as she concentrates on her steering and see
contentment there also.

“Swoosh, ahhh,” says our ship as she parts the waves.
She too is back in her natural element at last. We are all
back where we belong. 4

Bill and Heather Gardam sold their big gaff-rigged
schoowner, Shiriri, after a long Pacific voyage and quickly
replaced her with a Folkboat for Bill to work on. They now
sail close to home in the Canadian Gulf Islands and enjoy
the excitement of a little ship once more. Bill has been a
teacher, park ranger, youth counseloy, back-to-the-lander,
and CUSO volunteer in South America. He writes a blog,
Dragongate, at <http://gardheim.blogspot.com>.

Reflections

www.audioseastories.com
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Live Demonstrations at the

Annapolis Boat Show

October 4 - 8, 2012 | Tent H, Booth 24, 25, 26, 27

MEET THE ULTRAFEED® LSZ-1

A cast iron, power-house zigzag and straight stitch sewing machine. Your first mate
when it comes to making quick repairs and sewing through layers of heavy canvas
or sailcloth from the dock or below deck. No sailor should leave home without one.

Best in quality. Best in show.

www.sailrite.com 800.348.2769 | Free Catalog
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